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CDC  Ripped  at  Minority  AIDS  Conference 


By  Chris  Bull 

ATLANTA  —  AIDS  activists 
sharply  criticized  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC)  last  week 
for  failing  to  address  the  epidemic 
in  Black,  Latino  and  Native 
American  communities. 

“They  came  into  the  ghettos  to 
fight  the  war  on  poverty  and  then 
left,  leaving  us  with  nothing.  They 
came  in  to  fight  the  war  on  drugs 
and  then  left,  leaving  us  with 
nothing.  Now  they  come  in  to 
fight  the  war  on  AIDS,”  Don  Ed¬ 
wards,  director  of  the  National 
AIDS  Network,  told  the  August 
8-9  CDC-sponsored  conference. 
Entitled  “AIDS  in  minority  popu¬ 
lations  in  the  United  States,”  the 


Latino.  (See  chart  for  statistical 
breakdown.) 

The  CDC  is  in  the  process  of 
allocating  seven  million  dollars  to 
minority  AIDS  organizations,  and 
three  million  to  national  groups 
for  educational  outreach.  AIDS 
education  in  Black  and  Latino 
communities  is  particularly  diffi¬ 
cult,  activists  told  the  CDC,  be¬ 
cause  of  the  added  burden  of  dis¬ 
crimination  and  the  lack  of  money 
and  resources  for  minority  AIDS 
organizations. 

Many  people  at  the  conference 
criticized  the  CDC  for  failing  to 
inform  communities  of  color 
about  the  availability  of  funding, 


seven  million  dollars,  only  until 
October  or  we  will  lose  funding 
next  year  from  Congress.” 

The  Black  caucus  released  a 
“Proposal  to  Ensure  Minority 
Participation,”  which  criticized 
the  CDC  for  “perpetuating  the 
disenfranchisement  and  alienation 
of  minority  communities  in  its 
proposal  for  the  allocation  of  the 
$7  million  funding.  In  every  work¬ 
shop  it  has  been  stated  and  reiter¬ 
ated  that  minorities  within  com¬ 
munity-based,  AIDS-related 
organizations  are  in  the  best  posi¬ 
tion  to  identify  and  respond  to  the 
needs  of  Black,  Hispanic,  Asian 
and  Native  American  individuals 


U.S.  AIDS  Cases 


‘ ‘They  came  into  the  ghettos  to  fight  the  war  on 
poverty  and  then  left ,  leaving  us  with  nothing. 
They  came  in  to  fight  the  war  on  drugs  and  then 
left ,  leaving  us  with  nothing.  Now  they  come  in 
to  fight  the  war  on  AIDS.  99 
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The  chart  above  shows  how 
CDC-listed  racial  groups  as  of 


risk  factors  break  down  within 
August  3. 


event  was  attended  by  over  1500 
AIDS  educators  and  activists 
from  around  the  country. 

Although  critical  of  the  CDC, 
many  participants  told  GCN  that 
the  airing  of  views,  extensive 
media  attention  and  networking 
among  activists  made  the  confer¬ 
ence  worthwhile.  “The  confer¬ 
ence  brought  many  diverse  people 
together.  The  trading  of  informa¬ 
tion  so  that  people  need  not  re¬ 
invent  the  wheel,”  said  Craig 
Harris  of  Spectrum,  a  Washing¬ 
ton-based  AIDS  education  project 
for  the  Black  community. 

According  to  the  CDC,  39  per¬ 
cent  of  people  with  AIDS  are 
Black  or  Latino.  Eighty  percent  of 
women  with  AIDS  are  Black  or 


leaving  groups  little  time  to  pre¬ 
pare  funding  proposals.  The  CDC 
responded  by  extending  the  dead¬ 
line  from  August  3  to  August  13, 
still  leaving  groups  only  six  days  to 
file  the  necessary  forms. 

In  addition,  a  Black  caucus 
formed  at  the  conference  passed  a 
resolution  demanding  that  the 
CDC  appoint  a  commission  with 
at  least  51  percent  minority 
representation  to  make  future 
funding  decisions.  Dr.  Donald 
Hopkins,  a  Black  man  and 
Deputy  Director  of  the  CDC,  told 
GCN  the  CDC  was  not  trying  to 
keep  people  of  color  out  of  the 
funding  process.  “The  [Aug.  3] 
deadline  was  inadvertent.  We 
have  very  little  time  to  spend  the 


with,  or  at  risk  for  AIDS.”  The 
caucus  also  demanded  that  people 
with  AIDS  be  represented  in  the 
decision  making  process.  Hopkins 
told  GCN  that  the  CDC  goes  out 
of  its  way  to  hire  people  of  color. 
He  also  said  that  the  CDC  is  “seri¬ 
ously  considering”  the  Black 
caucus  proposal  for  a  committee 
with  a  large  minority  representa¬ 
tion  to  advise  the  funding  process. 

Loren  Laureano,  a  Latino  man 


with  AIDS  and  National  March 
on  Washington  organizer  in 
Houston,  told  GCN  the  Latino 
caucus  at  the  conference  was  so 
dissatisfied  with  the  event  that 
they  decided  to  hold  their  own 
conference  next  February  28th  in 
San  Francisco.  Laureano  said  that 
PWAs  were  underrepresented  and 
given  only  five  minutes  to  speak. 
“Everything  that  the  straight 
community  knows  about  AIDS 
they  got  from  us.  They  have  used 
us  as  guinea  pigs,  yet  we  are  still 
not  represented  in  organizations. 
Gay  PWAs  are  always  the  last  to 
know  about  what  is  going  on.  I 


am  infuriated  that  I  had  to  be  the 
conscience  of  our  community, 
again.” 

Laureano  added  that  the  CDC 
seems  unaware  of  the  AIDS  dis¬ 
aster  in  Black  and  Latino  com¬ 
munities,  communities  which  “in 
five  years  will  be  decimated  be¬ 
cause  we  are  so  far  behind  the 
white  community  in  organizing 
and  funding.” 

Other  activists  also  complained 
that  the  CDC  did  not  fully  under¬ 
stand  the  extent  to  which  poverty 
undercuts  the  ability  of  minority 
communities  to  fight  AIDS. 

—filed  from  Boston 


‘ Victims'  locked  up  since  February 

Boys  Held  in  Sex 


Case 


Gay  murder  trial  ends 

Moore  Guilty  in 
Kelly  Slaying 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

CAMBRIDGE  —  A  Mid¬ 
dlesex  County  jury  has  con¬ 
victed  Thomas  Moore  of  first 
degree  murder  and  armed  rob¬ 
bery  of  Joseph  Kelly,  a  gay 
man.  (See  GCN  Vol.  13,  No. 
46.) 

Kelly,  an  acupuncturist  ac¬ 
tive  in  Boston’s  AIDS  Action 
Committee,  was  found  stab¬ 
bed,  bound  and  gagged  in  the 
hallway  outside  his  apartment 
on  April  26.  Two  weeks  later 
police  apprehended  Moore, 
who  had  been  filmed  using 
Kelly’s  bank  card  an  hour  after 
the  murder. 

Material  evidence  found  in 
Moore’s  home  at  the  time  of 
his  arrest  included  a  vest  of 
Kelly’s  and  a  copy  of  the  maga¬ 
zine  Local  Swinger,  which  con¬ 
tained  an  ad  placed  by  Kelly 
looking  for  gay  or  bisexual 
men. 

The  prosecution  presented 
thirty  witnesses  including  indi¬ 
viduals  who  said  Moore  had 
given  them  articles  belonging 
to  Kelly. 

In  prosecuting  the  case 
against  Moore,  Assistant  Dis¬ 


trict  Attorney  Elizabeth  Keeley 
argued  that  Kelly  and  Moore 
met  through  the  advertisement 
in  Local  Swinger  and  had  sex 
at  Kelly’s  apartment  on  the 
night  of  the  murder.  Keeley  ar¬ 
gued  that  Moore  then  bound, 
gagged  and  robbed  Kelly, 
whose  body  was  found  with  a 
fractured  skull  and  nine  stab 
wounds.  “At  some  point  Joe 
Kelly  tried  to  get  out,  and  he 
was  stabbed  and  murdered,” 
Kelly  said. 

Keeley  said  it  was  possible 
that  Moore  murdered  Kelly  be¬ 
cause  he  was  gay.  “I  obviously 
can’t  separate  [Kelly’s  sexual¬ 
ity]  from  what  happened,”  she 
said. 

Moore  alleged  in  his  defense 
that  on  the  night  of  the  murder 
a  man  approached  him  in  a  bar 
and  gave  him  Kelly’s  bank  card 
and  vest.  He  also  said  he  is 
neither  gay  nor  bisexual. 

Moore’s  attorney,  Frank 
Marchetti,  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment. 

Moore  was  sentenced  to  life 
imprisonment  without  parole. 


By  Tom  Reeves 

BOSTON  —  Two  Puerto  Rican 
boys  considered  “material 
witnesses”  in  a  federal  sex  case 
against  a  Boston  area  man  have 
been  confined  in  various  locked 
facilities  since  February  of  this 
year. 

The  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Social  Services  (DSS)  recom¬ 
mended  the  boys,  aged  14  and  15, 
be  released.  However,  they  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  locked  up  as  pro¬ 
secutors  press  charges  Donald 
Dobson  had  sex  with  them. 

The  boys  lived  with  Dobson,  a 
banker  and  activist  in  human 
rights  and  drug  rehabilitation, 
from  December  1986  until  their 
detention.  The  boys’  families  gave 
permission  for  them  to  live  with 
Dobson,  who  enrolled  them  in 
school  and  provided  health  care 
and  English  tutoring. 

Dobson  was  arrested  in 
February  after  federal  in¬ 
vestigators  questioned  the  boys  at 
school  for  over  six  hours.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  information  made  public 
at  a  Boston  Federal  District  Court 
hearing  in  June,  Dobson  was 
under  surveillance  because  his 
name  was  on  a  computerized  list  of 
gay  men  suspected  of  “interest  in 
teenagers.” 

The  list  was  compiled  and  the  in¬ 
vestigation  generated  by  an  Intra- 
governmental  Task  Force  on  Child 
Victimization,  a  federally-funded 
project  in  which  state  and  local 
police  are  trained  by  and 
cooperate  with  the  FBI. 

Detective  Miller,  a  Task  Force 
member  who  was  present  at  the 
boys’  interrogation,  testified  at  the 
June  hearing  that  the  boys  had  to 
be  questioned  for  hours  before 


they  “confessed”  that  sex  had 
taken  place  with  Dobson.  He  said 
one  boy  repeatedly  denied  such  ac¬ 
tivity  until  threatened  with  im¬ 
mediate  return  to  Puerto  Rico. 

Dobson  is  accused  of  fondling 
and  performing  fellatio  on  both 
boys.  As  a  result,  he  faces  two 
federal  charges  of  violating  the 
Mann  Act,  which  prohibits  having 
sex  with  minors  after  crossing  state 
lines.  He  is  also  charged  under 
state  law  with  two  counts  of  “rape 
of  a  child”  and  two  counts  of  inde¬ 
cent  assault  and  battery.  In 
Massachusetts,  “rape  of  a  child” 
can  be  charged  even  if  the  minor 
consents  to  sex.  No  force  or  coer¬ 
cion  is  alleged  in  this  case.  Dobson 
faces  possible  multiple  life  sen¬ 
tences  if  convicted. 

Information  about  the  confine¬ 
ment  of  the  boys  was  revealed 
when  transcripts  from  three  closed 
Massachusetts  Juvenile  Court 
hearings  were  read  at  a  Federal 
District  Court  hearing  on  July  29. 
U.S.  Attorney  Susan  Via  told 
Judge  Douglas  Woodlock  at  the 
hearing  that  the  boys  were  detain¬ 
ed  to  assure  their  testimony  in  the 
Dobson  case. 

According  to  the  transcripts 
DSS  found  that  the  boys  were  not 
delinquent  or  in  need  of  confined 
custody.  DSS  recommended  their 
release,  arguing  that  no  suitable 
foster  care  placements  with 
Spanish-speaking  staff  existed  in 
the  state. 

The  attorney  appointed  to 
represent  the  boys  was  quoted  in 
the  transcripts  as  saying  at  one  in¬ 
formal  detention  hearing,  “Going 
to  the  can  might  be  good  for  the 
boy. . .  .It  will  impress  on  him  the 


real  seriousness  of  the  case.”  The 
boy’s  response  upon  hearing  the 
statement  translated  was,  “My 
own  lawyer  is  sending  me  to  jail.” 

The  transcripts  further  revealed 
that  both  boys  repeatedly  demand¬ 
ed  their  freedom  and  evidently  at- 
Continued  on  page  I  / 
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“When  I  talked  about 
stigmatized  groups, 
[the  Gov.J  looked  at 
me  quizzically  and 
said,  ‘What  do  you 
mean — are  you  talking 
about  gays?’  ’’ 
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news  notes 


invitation  from  the 

womyn  of  color  tent  at  newmr 

WEST  GREENWICH,  R.l.  —  The  New  England 
Women’s  Music  Retreat  is  back  and  so  is  the  Womyn 
of  Color  Tent.  Now  in  its  third  year  of  existence,  the 
tent  offers  a  special  opportunity  for  womyn  of  color  to 
come  together  at  the  retreat  —  to  do  networking,  give 
workshops,  lead  discussion  groups,  get  support, 
share  resources,  hang  out  and  have  a  good  time. 

This  tent  was  created  because  we  felt  the  need  to 
have  a  place  of  our  own  within  the  retreat,  a  space 
that  we  define  for  ourselves,  where  we  can  meet  our 
own  needs  and  go  to  find  one  another. 

We  invite  all  womyn  of  color  to  come  to  NEWMR 
and  to  the  Womyn  of  Color  Tent.  Contribute  your 
energy,  ideas,  your  talents,  visions  and  dreams  to  our 
rainbow  gathering. 

The  NEWMR  Womyn  of  Color  tent  is  welcome  to 
all  womyn. 

NEWMR  takes  place  Sept.  4-7  at  the  University  of 
Rhode  Island,  West  Greenwich,  R.l.  For  further  infor¬ 
mation,  write  NEWMR,  P.O.  Box  217,  New  Haven,  CT 
06513.  Or  call  (203)  523-1268. 

—  Amoja  Three  Rivers 


saying  no  to  fundamentalism 

NEW  YORK  —  Religious  fundamentalists  trying 
to  turn  over  a  new  leaf  can  find  support  by  joining  Fun¬ 
damentalists  Anonymous  (FA),  a  two-year-old 
organization  found  by  Richard  Yao  and  James  Luce. 

FA  not  only  serves  as  a  support  group  for  its 
35,000  members,  but  also  aims  to  educate  this  coun¬ 
try  about  the  dangerous  values  promoted  by  fund¬ 
amentalism,  according  to  the  Guardian. 

Luce  said  the  group,  like  Alcoholics  Anonymous, 
“deals  with  personal  problems  of  addiction  —  in  our 
case,  addiction  to  the  high  qf  eternal  life  through 
prayer  and  total  surrender  of  the  self  to  authority.” 

Fundamentalists  Anonymous  can  be  reached  at 
Box  20324,  Greeley  Sq.  Sta.,  New  York,  NY  10001; 
(212-696-0420). 

— Jennie  McKnight 


post  office  interferes  with  aids  info 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  U.S.  Postal  Service  has 
returned  hundreds  of  pieces  of  mail  containing  AIDS 
educational  material  to  the  AIDS  Education  Fund  of 
the  Harvey  Milk  Lesbian  and  Gay  Democratic  Club. 
This  action  and  previous  skirmishes  with  the  Postal 
Service  have  cost  the  club  thousands  of  dollars  in  lost 
postage  and  defaced  brochures. 

Spanish-language  AIDS  education  brochures  on 
their  way  to  Central  and  South  America  were  original¬ 
ly  returned  because  they  were  sealed  with  staples 
rather  than  contained  in  envelopes.  In  a  meeting  with 
postal  officials,  David  Lewis,  Director  of  the  Fund, 
pointed  out  that  the  mail  was  properly  sealed,  had  the 
proper  air-mail  postage,  and  complied  with  postal 
regulations.  Officials  agreed  there  had  been  an  error 
in  interpreting  their  regulations.  But  according  to 
Lewis,  and  assistant  to  the  Postmaster  gleefully 
pointed  out  that  according  to  regulations,  all  interna¬ 
tional  mail  must  be  marked  “PAR  AVION,”  and  not 
“AIR  MAIL,”  as  this  mailing  had  been  stamped.  A 
survey  of  11  post  offices  in  the  area  revealed  that  no 
clerks  had  a  “PAR  AVION”  stamp,  and  that  all  inter¬ 
national  mail  is  routinely  stamped  “AIR  MAIL.” 

Charging  that  Postal  Service  personnel  are  in¬ 
terfering  with  the  distribution  of  AIDS  information, 
the  club  has  decided  to  file  suit.  Contributions  for  the 
legal  fees  can  be  sent  to:  Harvey  Milk  Education 
Fund,  P.O.  Box  640688,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94164-0688. 

—  Nancy  De  Luca 


mcc  group  in  indonesia 

JAKARTA,  Indonesia  —  This  city  has  recently 
become  the  site  of  a  new  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  (MCC)  group.  MCC  is  a  gay  protestant 
denomination.  The  worship  coordinator  is  Johanna 
Kawengian.  MCC  Jakarta  is  located  at  J1  Jahan 
Tinggi  Igang  Vll/ll,  Complex  R.S.  Bersalin,  Tanah 
Tinggi,  Jakarta,  Pusat,  Indonesia. 

—  John  Hubert 


arizona  state  u.  agrees  to 
gay  demands 

TEMPE,  Arizona  —  Administrators  at  Arizona 
State  University  have  decided  to  meet  some  of  the 
demands  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Academic  Union 
(LGAU)  despite  the  anti-gay  sentiment  of  the  Universi¬ 
ty’s  Academic  Senate.  According  to  the  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund  of  New  York,  who 
has  represented  the  LGAU,  the  union  originally  filed 
suit  against  the  University  claiming  that  the  Senate’s 
refusal  to  provide  funding  or  allow  the  Union  to  pre¬ 
sent  educational  programs  on  campus  was  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  First  Amendment  right  of  free  speech,  as 
well  as  the  right  to  equal  protection  and  due  process. 

The  university  stood  by  the  Senate’s  decision, 
and  a  federal  district  court  dismissed  the  suit.  But  as 
Lambda  and  the  LGAU  were  preparing  to  appeal  the 
dismissal,  administrators  agreed  to  several  key 
demands  contained  in  the  lawsuit.  They  agreed  to  co¬ 
sponsor  with  the  LGAU  a  series  of  lesbian  and  gay 
forums,  to  conduct  legal  education  programs  for 
members  of  the  student  government  which  include 
discussions  about  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation,  and  to  take  a  more  active  role  in  vetoing 
any  attempt  to  use  the  student  government  to  deny 
funds  to  a  student  group. 

While  the  LGAU  is  not  guaranteed  funding,  the 
administration  has  pledged  to  ensure  that  the  fun¬ 
ding  process  will  be  fair.  In  addition,  university  of¬ 
ficials  are  considering  instituting  a  university-wide 
policy  of  non-discrimination  based  on  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion. 

—  Nancy  De  Luca 


negligible  funding  to  fight  aids 
in  africa 

NIGERIA,  W.  Africa  —  Recent  studies  indicate 
that  about  50,000,000  Africans  are  HIV  positive,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  letter  in  off  our  backs  from  Hannah 
Edemikpong  of  the  Women’s  Centre  in  Eket,  Nigeria. 
Although  the  virus  has  reached  epidemic  proportions 
in  Central,  East  and  Southern  Africa,  funding  for 
health  care  in  these  regions  is  miniscule  in  relation  to 
the  need.  The  combined  health  care  budget  for  all 
Central  African  countries  afflicted  remains  near  the 
1982  level  of  $1  million.  Although  severely  under¬ 
funded  in  the  U.S.,  AIDS  related  projects  and  care 
have  been  allocated  $411  million  for  this  year,  up  from 
$15.5  million  in  1982. 

In  Africa,  heterosexual  transmission  and  female 
genital  mutilation  are  the  major  routes  of  AIDS 
transmission,  according  to  Edimikpong.  In  recent 
studies  of  370  pregnant  women  in  Uganda  and 
Equatorial  Guinea,  75  percent  of  the  women  were 
shown  to  have  AIDS  or  carry  the  HIV  virus,  and  half  to 
two-thirds  of  these  women  had  been  genitally 
mutilated. 

—  Nancy  De  Luca 


free  needle  program  under  attack 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  A  free  needle  program  for 
intravenous  drug  users  is  under  attack  from  police. 
The  program,  sponsored  in  December  of  1986  by  the 
Pharmacy  Guild  and  the  Health  Department  in  New 
South  Wales  (NSW)  allows  chemists  to  issue  free 
needles  and  syringes.  However,  plain-clothes  police, 
particularly  in  Sydney’s  Kings  Cross,  wait  outside 
chemists’  shops  to  arrest  users  for  possessing  im¬ 
plements  to  administer  illicit  drugs. 

The  NSW  Deputy  Chief  Magistrate  admits 
knowledge  of  the  police  practice,  which  is  expected 
to  force  the  government  to  review  laws  on  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  hypodermic  needles. 

Dr.  Alex  Wodak,  a  member  of  NACAIDS  working 
party  on  AIDS  and  intravenous  drug  use,  reports  that 
the  number  of  people  with  AIDS  among  Sydney’s  in¬ 
travenous  drug  users  has  virtually  doubled  in  the  past 
four  months  in  line  with  world  trends. 

—  Kendall  Lovett 


SURVIVAL  GATHERING 


anarchists  to  gather:  gay/lesbian, 
women’s  and  prison  issues  on  agenda 

TORONTO— The  third  in  a  series  of  continental  anar¬ 
chist  conferences  is  being  planned  for  June  17-20, 1988 
here.  In  the  spirit  of  active,  resisting  communities, 
much  of  the  gathering  will  be  based  on  “com¬ 
munities”  and  their  needs.  Topics  suggested  already 
are  alternative  radio,  prisons,  women’s  health,  gay 
and  lesbian  liberation,  and  the  print  media. 

On  September  12  (this  year)  in  Toronto  there  will 
be  a  meeting  to  go  over  tentative  plans.  If  you  would 
like  to  participate  or  send  ideas,  please  call  (416) 
928-2144,  or  write,  A  Survival  Gathering,  PO  Box  435 
Stn  P,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5S  2S9. 

—  Mike  Riegle 


outlook 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  new  national  magazine 
will  premiere  in  the  fall  of  1987.  Outlook  will  feature 
in-depth  exploration  of  lesbian  and  gay  culture  and 
politics,  including  public  policy  debate  and  social 
analysis,  scholarly  research,  interviews  and  cultural 
criticism. 

Submissions  of  articles,  fiction,  essays,  opinion 
pieces,  art,  and  photography  are  encouraged.  Send 
work  or  a  query  to  Outlook,  18  Clipper  St.,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94114. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


braziMan  women  prisoners  w/aids 

SAO  PAOLO,  Brazil  —  Two  women  prisoners 
with  AIDS  took  a  prison  director  hostage  and 
threatened  to  infect  him  unless  an  order  to  put  them 
in  isolation  was  rescinded. 

The  116  other  women  prisoners  staged  an  upris¬ 
ing  in  support  of  the  women  with  AIDS,  according  to 
the  New  York  Times  via  off  our  backs. 

When  officials  promised  there  would  be  no 
punishment  for  the  prisoners  and  the  complaints  of 
the  women  with  AIDS  would  be  heard,  the  director 
was  released. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


grupo  gay  da  bahia 

BAHIA,  Brazil  —  Grupo  Gay  da  Bahia,  a  seven- 
year  old  gay  organization  here,  continues  to  be  very 
active.  They  distribute  500  condoms  monthly  to  the 
local  gay  community,  produce  a  newsletter  and  have 
an  affiliated  Parents  of  Gays  Association.  Located  in 
northeast  Brazil,  the  GGB  was  the  first  group  in  Latin 
America  to  join  the  International  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Association  and  for  two  years  served  as  the  ILGA 
Latin  American  Secretariat.  They  continue  to  be  one 
of  four  ILGA  Latin  American  Information  Pools. 

For  more  information,  write  to  GGB,  C.P.  2552, 
40.000  Salvador,  Bahia,  Brazil. 

—  John  Hubert 


convicted  firefighters  appeal 

BOSTON  —  The  appeals  trial  of  two  firefighters 
convicted  of  assaulting  two  lesbians  will  begin  on 
August  24.  Meanwhile  the  lesbians  and  gay  man  in¬ 
volved  in  the  original  trial  are  struggling  to  pay 
lawyers  fees  which  already  exceed  $10,000. 

On  May  14  Edward  Gottwald  and  John  Sylvester 
were  found  guilty  of  assault  and  battery  of  Kris  Pierce 
and  Laurel  Bowman.  A  third  firefighter  who  was  ac¬ 
cused  of  assault  and  battery  of  John  Welch  was 
found  not  guilty. 

Donations  for  legal  expenses  can  be  sent  to 
Bowman,  Pierce  and  Welch  c/o  Katherine  Trian- 
tafillou,  14  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass.  02108. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


colectivo  de  concientizacion 

SAN  JUAN,  Puerto  Rico  —  Colectivo  de  Concien¬ 
tizacion  Gay  (CCG)  has  worked  for  the  past  three 
years  to  develop  community  consciousness  through 
a  series  of  educational  and  social  activities.  They 
also  work  with  the  AIDS  Foundation  of  Puerto  Rico 
and  publish  a  newsletter  in  Spanish.  Send  a  dollar  bill 
for  a  sample  copy. 

Their  latest  issue  reports  on  a  new  Lesbian 
magazine,  Pezones,  published  by  the  lesbian  feminist 
collective  in  Santo  Domingo,  Dominican  Republic. 
Their  addresses  are  CCG,  Apartado  1003,  Estacion 
Viejo  San  Juan,  San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico  00902  and  Col- 
ectiva  Mitilene,  Apartado  156-9,  Santo  Domingo, 
Republica  Dominicana. 

—  John  Hubert 
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Ex-Mass.  Insurance  Chief  tells  story 

Pressure  to  Lie  Forced  Hiam’s  Resignation 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON — A  phone  interview  with  Peter  Hiam  on  the 
morning  after  he  resigned  as  state  Insurance  Commissioner 
was  interrupted  by  raucous  barking  of  dogs.  “Jeez.  It 
doesn’t  get  any  more  peaceful  when  I  go  home,”  com¬ 
plained  Hiam.  “(But)  at  least  it’s  out  in  the  open  here.” 

By  phone  on  July  9  and  at  his  home  a  few  weeks  later, 
the  former  commissioner  asserted  that  Gov.  Michael 
Dukakis  is  not  willing  to  allow  open  dissension  within  his 
administration.  Hiam  said  that  he  was  pressured  on 
numerous  occasions  to  publicly  state  he  supported  a 
policy  change  allowing  for  limited  HIV  testing  by  insurance 
companies.  He  made  it  clear  he  quit  his  job  not  only 
because  he  passionately  disagrees  with  that  policy,  but  also 
because  he  found  the  process  leading  up  to  the  policy 
change  reprehensible. 

The  chronology  of  events  leading  to  Hiam’s  resigna¬ 
tion  is  as  follows:  Hiam  announced  in  December  of  1986 
that  insurance  companies  could  not  administer  the  HIV  an¬ 
tibody  test  to  insurance  applicants.  This  announcement  was 
met  with  strong  resistance  from  insurers,  many  of  whom 
were  already  testing.  Shortly  thereafter,  Hiam  initiated  a 
study  of  the  cost  of  AIDS  claims  to  the  insurance  industry 
and  began  enforcement  proceedings  against  companies 
violating  the  anti-testing  policy.  As  a  result  of  enforcement 
action,  Hiam ’s  boss,  Secretary  of  Consumer  Affairs  Paula 
Gold,  began  meeting  with  AIDS  activists  and  insurance  in¬ 
dustry  representatives,  ostensibly  to  reevaluate  the  policy. 
Throughout  this  process  Hiam  maintained  that  test  results 
obtained  by  insurers  would  never  be  kept  confidential  and 
that  there  was  no  data  pointing  to  insurers’  financial  need 
for  testing.  Despite  strong  objections  from  Hiam,  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists,  lesbian  and  gay  activists,  health  workers  and 
disability  rights  groups,  Gold  announced  a  revised  policy 
on  July  9. 

In  the  weeks  prior  to  the  policy  change,  a  series  of 
meetings  including  one  with  Dukakis  and  others  with 
Dukakis’  advisors,  made  it  exceedingly  clear  that  getting 
the  new  policy  past  the  press  was  the  concern  of  the  ad¬ 
ministration. 

I  met  with  the  Governor  just  before  I  resigned — [on 
June  29] . . .  The  previous  Saturday — two  days  before  I 
resigned — there  was  an  article  in  the  Globe  saying  that  over 
the  strong  objections  of  the  commissioner  it  looked  as 
though  the  administration  was  going  to  allow  testing.  And 
he  [Dukakis]  was  plainly  very  unhappy  about  that.  He  said 
so  in  the  beginning  of  the  meeting. 

The  meeting  with  the  governor,  which  also  included 
Gold,  Dukakis’  Chief  Secretary  Hale  Champion,  and  his 
chief  of  operations  John  DeVi/lers,  was  not  fruitful: 

It  was  a  frank  discussion,  quite  argumentative  ...  I 
think  the  sticking  point  for  the  Governor  was  that  he  simply 
didn’t  see — and  I  think  he  probably  still  does  [not] 
see — AIDS  as  being  particularly  different  from  other  fatal 
diseases.  He  just  [thinks]  testing  is  allowed  for  other 
diseases  for  underwriting  purposes — why  shouldn’t  we 
allow  it  for  AIDS?  So  I  said  I  thought  that  AIDS  was  uni¬ 
que.  It  was  particularly  threatening  worldwide  as  well  as 
contagious.  That  it  affected  highly  stigmatized  groups. . . 
[There  is]  danger  of  even  more  discrimination  against  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  already  being  discriminated  against.  I  could 
just  tell  that  didn’t  cut  any  ice  with  him  at  all.  When  I  talk¬ 
ed  about  stigmatized  groups  he  looked  at  me  quizzically 
and  said,  ‘What  do  you  mean — are  you  talking  about 
gays?’  And  I  said,  ‘Yes,  gays  and  IV  drug  users.’  I  just  felt 
it  didn’t  make  any  real  impression  on  him.  I  had  the  im¬ 
pression  he’d  already  made  up  his  mind. 

I  just  don’t  think  that  AIDS  has  been  something  he’s 
focused  on.  Ever  since  the  State  of  the  State  address  last 
January...  He  talked  about  the  problems  of  drugs  for 
young  people  and  other  problems — the  need  to  have  more 
education.  He  never  mentioned  AIDS.  And  here’s  this 
disease,  the  worst  disease  of  the  century  and  perhaps . . .  the 
most  dangerous  and  possibly  the  most  devastating  disease 
that  we’re  ever  going  to  face.  One  that’s  already  affected 
800  people  in  Massachusetts.  And  the  amount  of  fear  in¬ 
volved,  the  amount  of  extra  stigma,  the  possibilities  of  un¬ 
controlled  prejudice:  never  mentioned.  I  don’t  think  that’s 
on  his  mind.  I  don’t  think  if  he  had  [focused  on  AIDS]  he 
could  give  a  State  of  the  State  message  and  not  mention 
AIDS.  He  talks  about  the  need  for  education.  One  of  the 
things  you  have  to  think  about  is:  are  people  going  to  be 
around  to  educate? 

Shortly  after  the  meeting  with  Dukakis,  Hiam  spoke 
with  De  Villers  about  his  future  within  the  administration: 

John  De  Villers  basically  wanted  to  know  if  I  was  going 
to  stay.  And  I  told  him  if  I  did  stay  that  he  could  be  sure  I 
wouldn’t  undercut  the  administration.  Whatever  the  policy 
was — 1  mean  I  wouldn’t  try  to  sabotage  it.  But  I  also  told 
him  I  was  very  concerned  about  the  policy.  That  I  had 
never  been  asked  to  do  something  I  thought  was  bad  for  the 
public  in  my  years  of  state  service  unless  I  could  see  any 
counter  balance  in  the  public  good.  I  said  in  this  instance  I 
can’t  see  there’s  any  public  good  to  be  served.  He  said  he 
understood  my  position. 

I  think  I  would  have  stayed . . .  Very  unhappily  I  would 
have  stayed — if  two  things  had  happened . . .  One  is  that  the 
Governor  would  announce  the  change  [in  policy  to  allow 
testing],  make  it  perfectly  clear  it  came  from  the  Governor. 
So  then  I  could  be  loyal  to  the  policy  and  not  have  to  act  as 
if  I  changed  my  mind.  He  [DeVillers]  said  he  understood 
that.  I  said  the  second  thing  was  that. . .  if  we’re  going  to 
have  strong  [privacy]  regulations,  I  want  to  insist  this  be 
done  in  a  professional  way  by  the  insurance  division, 
because  it  hasn’t  been  done  professionally  up  to  now  [by 
Gold’s  office]. 

I  said  they’ve  really  got  to  be  the  strongest  privacy 
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regulations  we  can  get  even  though  I  still  don’t  think 
they’re  going  to  be  very  successful.  Within  a  day  Paula 
[Gold]  had  called  over  some  of  our  people  to  [her]  office  to 
bawl  them  out  for  various  things  and  had  [her]  people  over 
in  our  office  trying  to  get  involved  further  in  the  regula¬ 
tions.  And  then  [she]  called  for  a  meeting  with  the  industry. 

I  didn’t  even  hear  about  the  meeting  with  the  industry  until 
after  a  report  from  the  National  Association  of  Insurance 
Commissioners  out  in  Chicago.  I  was  just  outraged  by  that. 

On  the  next  Monday,  [July  6]  which  was  a  week  from 
the  time  I  met  with  the  Governor,  I  was  brought  in  to  see 
John  DeVillers.  Hale  Champion  came  in  part  of  the  time. 
And  he  [DeVillers]  told  me  the  policy  had  changed  ...  He 
told  me  the  policy  had  been  reversed,  rather  than  saying 
that  the  Governor’s  going  to  take  responsibility  for  doing 
it.  He  told  me,  ‘You  and  Paula  are  going  to  have  to  have  a 
press  conference  and  explain  it.’  And  I  remember  his  exact 
words.  He  said,  ‘People  know  how  passionately  you  feel 
about  this  issue  so  it’s  going  to  be  very  hard  for  you  to  ex¬ 
plain  your  position  to  the  press.  Now,  what  are  you  going 
to  say?’  That’s  how  it  started.  [I  said]  it  would  be  easier  for 
me  to  explain  if  I  knew  the  reason  for  the  reversal.  And  he 
didn’t  give  a  reason.  He  said,  ‘Well  you  can  say  that  the 
result  of  your  analysis  of  the  financial  data  indicates  the 
need  for  testing. 

I  said,  ‘I  can’t  say  that.  That’s  just  the  opposite  of 
what  I  believe.  You  know  [my]  financial  analysis  shows  that 
the  financial  impact  has  been  miniscule.’  Those  are  the 
words  I  used.  And  ‘trivial.’ 

He  pulled  out  a  press  release  which  was  already  written 
out.  He  didn’t  show  it  to  me.  He  read  from  it.  Quotes  from 
it.  Quoting  me.  And  I  said,  ‘That’s  totally  wrong,  I  can’t 
possibly  be  quoted  as  saying  that . . .  ’  So  then  he  started  giv¬ 
ing  me  another  reason  I  could  say  to  the  press.  And  it 
became  perfectly  clear  that  all  they  cared  about — the  word 
to  use  is  rhetoric.  It  was  just  getting  it  past  the  press.  He 
still  never  gave  me  any  actual  reason  for  the  change  in  the 
policy. 

So  then  I  pressed  him  and  I  said,  ‘Well,  John  .  .  .  how 
about  the  non-cancellable  disability?’  In  [my]  financial  im¬ 
pact  memo  I  told  Champion  we  weren’t  even  including  any 
discussion  of  that  because  we’re  just  starting  to  analyze  the 
data.  We  haven’t  formed  any  analysis  yet.  So  then  he  said 
— he  looked  a  little  downhearted — and  he  said,  ‘Well,  we 
have  some  financial  analysis  data  from  Paula  Gold’s 
office.’  It  couldn’t  have  been  anything  of  any  consequence 
because  we’re  the  only  ones  that  had  the  data.  We  hadn’t 
analyzed  it  yet.  I  said,  ‘I  think  that’s  a  very  poor  substitute. 
An  inadequate  substitute  for  the  recommendation  by  the 
commissioner  of  insurance  and  the  experts  on  the  division 
staff.’  And  that  was  the  end  of  that  discussion. 

He  [DeVillers]  complained  to  me  after  I  left.  He  said 
that  he  respected  my  opinion  and  that  he  had  a  professional 
reputation  of  his  own  to  uphold  and  a  couple  of  reporters 
had  called  him  up  and  suggested  that  I  had  said  he  had  re¬ 
quired  me  to  lie.  I  said,  ‘I  didn’t  tell  them  that.’  I  told  him 
exactly  what  I  told  reporters,  which  is  just  about  what  I  told 
you.  And  he  sort  of  said,  ‘Well,  that’s  accurate.’  And  then 
I  said,  ‘John,  you  didn’t  care  what  I  said.  You  weren’t  tell¬ 
ing  me  to  lie.  You  were  telling  me  to  say  something  that 
would  get  by  the  press.  ...  You  had  no  interest  in  the  sub¬ 
stance,  just  in  the  process.’  He  said,  ‘Oh,  that’s  really  not 
so.  I’m  paid  for  process.  But  I’m  also  paid  to  give  substan¬ 
tive  advice  to  the  governor  and  I  do  a  lot  of  reading.’  I  said 
to  him,  ‘I  don’t  know  about  other  issues,  but  with  this  issue 
for  substance  you  didn’t  earn  a  day’s  pay.’ 

Hiam  likened  his  choice  to  resign  to  a  private’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  refuse  to  obey  an  order  to  “shoot  a  little  kid  in  the 
head.  ’  ’  He  said  he  did  assess  the  tradeoffs  between  trying  to 
effect  change  from  within  the  Dukakis  administration  ver¬ 
sus  resigning  in  protest  of  the  policy: 

Over  the  years  in  positions  I’ve  been  in  I’ve  had  to  en¬ 
force  laws  and  regulations  that  I  didn’t  agree  with.  And 
I’ve  had  to  enforce  many  others  I  didn’t  think  particularly 
worthwhile.  .  .  .  But  you  know  you  have  to  have  a  due 
regard  for  the  rights  of  the  elected  representatives.  They’re 
there  to  enact  laws,  and,  furthermore,  this  isn’t  a  perfect 
world  and  we  can’t  just  pick  and  choose  which  sections  of 
the  laws  and  regulations  to  enforce.  And  often  it’s  better  to 
have  even  a  poor  regulation  than  none  at  all. 

In  my  case  the  process  was  so  bad  that  I  just  wasn’t 
willing  to  stay  on  when  I  was  really  being  required  to  say 
things  that  I  didn’t  agree  with  and  DeVillers  made  it 
perfectly  clear  that  he  wanted  rhetoric. 

Ever  since  Hiam  began  his  fight  to  prevent  insurers 
from  testing  for  HIV  antibodies,  lesbian  and  gay  activists 

Continued  on  page  II 

Insurance  Testing 
Policy 

The  new  Mass.  HIV  testing  policy  for  insurers 
divides  insurance  into  four  categories:  health 
insurance,  life  insurance  policies  over  $100,000,  life 
insurance  policies  under  $100,000,  and  disability 
insurance  policies  which  cannot  be  terminated  by 
insurers  for  any  reason — non-cancellable  disability 
insurance.  HIV  antibody  testing  is  allowed  for  life 
insurance  policies  over  $100,000  and  for  non-cancel¬ 
lable  disability  insurance.  There  is  a  categorical  ban 
against  HIV  testing  for  health  insurance. 
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GCN  Job  Openings 

Typesetter  (available  mid-September):  Typeset  news  and  features  articles  and 
other  copy  for  weekly  paper,  as  well  as  ad  copy,  promotional  materials,  etc.  Posi¬ 
tion  involves  other  staff  duties  as  well.  Qualifications:  Strong  typing  and/or  word 
processing  skills  required.  Typesetting  experience,  particularly  on  a  Compugraphic 
Editwriter  7500  helpful.  (Training  is  available.)  Strong  writing  and  good  gram¬ 
mar/copy  editing  skills  preferred.  Deadline  for  application  is  Sept.  1. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to  the  collective  decision¬ 
making  process. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $180/wk  and  include  health/life  insurance,  sick 
leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility  for 
their  own  jobs  with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

GCN  is  also  looking  for  a  freelance,  part-time  typesetter  to  coordinate  the  paper's 
revenue-producing,  outside  typesetting  business.  Responsibilities  include:  typeset 
outside  work  and  schedule  other  typesetters;  serve  as  contact  person  for  clients  and 
respond  to  inquiries;  prepare  periodic  billings  and  maintain  the  necessary  financial 
records;  coordinate  scheduling  needs  with  the  paper's  in-house  typesetter,  and 
keep  managing  editor  informed  about  the  business;  and  contact  typesetting  repair 
service  if  necessary.  Qualifications  include:  Good  typesetting  skills,  preferably  on  a 
Compugraphic  Editwriter  7500,  and  strong  organizational  skills  with  attention  to 
detail.  Familiarity  with  GCN  strongly  preferred.  Knowledge  of  progressive 
movements  helpful.  Hours:  10-20  hours/week  (evenings,  Friday  and  weekends) 
Salary  and  Benefits:  Job  pays  $8/hour.  Partial  health  care  insurance  offered. 
Deadline  for  application  is  August  21. 

To  apply  for  either  position  please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  ASAP  to 
Typesetting  Search  Committee,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 
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the  context  of  coming  out  in  nica 


Dear  GCN: 

Very  rarely  does  an  author  respond  to  a  review 
of  her  book,  let  alone  to  a  response  to  a  review  of 
her  book,  without  looking  like  a  defensive  idiot. 
At  the  risk  of  looking  like  defensive  idiots,  we  are 
responding  to  Nancy  Warren’s  article  “Address¬ 
ing  Sexuality  in  Nicaragua”  ( GCN  July  5-11) 
because  we  think  she  has  badly  missed  some 
points  both  in  Rebecca  Gordon’s  book  Letters 
From  Nicaragua,  and  in  Lastenia  Castellanos’ 
review. 

In  a  sense,  the  issue  is  one  of  contexts.  In  order 
to  have  made  a  context  for  her  article,  Warren 
has  chosen  to  hang  it  on  Castellanos’  review.  This 
puts  her  in  a  difficult  position,  because  neither 
Gordon  nor  Castellanos  actually  took  the  posi¬ 
tions  she  wants  to  argue  with. 

For  example,  nowhere  in  Letters  From  Nica¬ 
ragua  does  the  author  prescribe  as  Warren  puts  it, 
“How  to  Handle  Lesbianism  in  Nicaragua.” 
Warren  says  that  Gordon’s  “idea”  is  that  “Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  issues  are  impossible  to  disentangle 
from  the  general  baggage  of  North  American  im¬ 
perialism  that  gringos  have  imposed  on 
Nicaragua  (and  indeed  on  Latin  America  in 
general)  for  too  long.  Since  she  does  not  want  to 
act  as  an  agent  for  this  odious  tradition,  she 
decided  not  to  come  out  or  to  bring  up  les- 
bian/gay  issues.”  That  is  not  Gordon’s  idea.  Her 
idea  is  that  for  many  Latin  Americans,  urban  gay 
identity  represents  a  cultural  import,  which  fact 
does  not  make  it  good  or  bad  by  itself.  As  she 
says,  it  places  gay  identity  "in  a  genuinely  mixed 
bag  of  cultural  imports,”  some  of  which,  like 
farm  machinery  and  penicillin,  have  had  very 
positive  effects  on  the  lives  of  Latin  Americans. 
(At  the  same  time,  the  historical  truth  is  that 
many  places  where  homosexuality  has  flourished 
in  Latin  American  cities,  for  example  in  Havana, 
it  has  done  so  in  the  context  of  a  culture  of  prosti¬ 
tution  created  in  large  part  by  U.S.  demand.  To 
say  so  does  not  equate  homosexuality  with  prosti¬ 
tution,  it  merely  says  that  some  people  living 
within  that  context  will  inevitably  make  that 
equation.) 

In  her  effort  to  prove  how  open  Central 
Americans  can  be,  Nancy  Warren  misquoted 
Rigoberta  Menchu’s  book  /. . .  Rigoberta  Men- 
chu,  An  Indian  Woman  in  Guatemala.  Rigober- 
ta’s  statement  on  homosexuality  is  within  the  con¬ 
text  of  the  type  of  acceptance  and  rejection  that 
people  in  her  culture  give  to  couples  who  do  not 
have  children.  Her  comments  which  we  repro¬ 
duce  below  in  their  complete  form  show  her 
culture’s  acceptance  of  whatever  nature  gives  and 
not  an  openness  towards  homosexuality. 

It’s  very  rare  for  a  couple  not  to  have 
children.  A  lot  depends  on  the  medicines 
the  midwife  uses.  They  cure  many  people 
with  their  herbs.  1  have  a  cousin  who  is 
married  and  hasn’t  any  children.  The  com¬ 
munity  givs  her  a  lot  of  affection  because 
they  do  need  a  child.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances  the  man  can  often  give  in  to  vices 
and  start  drinking.  If  he  hasn’t  any 
children,  he  only  thinks  about  himself.  The 
woman  can  become  quarrelsome,  too. 

If  this  happens,  the  community  slowly 
loses  their  sympathy  for  the  couple.  They 
provoke  most  of  the  quarrels  themselves 
but  sometimes  there  are  women  who  just 
don’t  like  to  see  a  woman  without  children 
and  some  men  just  don’t  like  men  who’ve 
no  children.  This  is  not  the  same  as  reject¬ 


ing  the  “huecos,”  as  we  call  homosexuals. 
Our  people  don’t  differentiate  between 
people  who  are  homosexual  and  people 
who  aren’t;  that  only  happens  when  we  go 
out  of  our  community.  We  don’t  have  the 
rejection  of  homosexuality  the  ladinos  do; 
they  really  cannot  stand  it.  What’s  good 
about  our  way  of  life  is  that  everything  is 
considered  part  of  nature.  So  an  animal 
which  didn’t  turn  out  right  is  part  of 
nature,  so  is  a  harvest  that  didn’t  give  a 
good  yield.  We  say  you  shouldn’t  ask  for 
more  than  you  can  receive.  That’s  what 
the  ladinos  brought  with  them.  It’s  a 
phenomenon  which  arrived  with  the 
foreigners. 

(Rigoberta  defines  ladino  as  “any  Guatemalan  — 
whatever  his  economic  position  —  who  rejects, 
either  individually  or  through  his  cultural 
heritage,  Indian  values  of  Mayan  origin.  It  also 
implies  mixed  blood.”) 

Gordon  never  says  how  she  thinks  other  gays 
and  lesbians  ought  to  behave  in  Nicaragua.  In¬ 
stead,  she  describes  how  she  chose  to  handle  her 
own  lesbianism  while  working  in  rural  areas  with 
a  brand  new  organization  invited  there  by  a  new 
and  delicate  coalition  of  Nicaraguan  Protestant 
and  Catholic  churchpeople.  It  was  not  because 
she  did  “not  want  to  act  as  an  agent  for  this 
odious  tradition”  that  she  decided  not  to  come 
out  or  to  bring  up  lesbian/gay  issues.  It  was,  as 
she  writes  in  her  book,  because  she  decided  she 
did  not  have  the  right  to  endanger  that  new 
church  coalition  before  she  understood  what  it 
might  mean.  And  because  in  the  context  of  her 
work  —  which  was  recording  the  stories  of  people 
who  had  very  recently  survived  contra  attacks  — 
her  own  lesbianism  was  utterly  beside  the  point. 
That  Gordon  chose  not  to  come  out  in  the  context 
of  her  work  in  Nicaragua  does  not  imply  that  she 
thinks  no  one  from  the  United  States  should  come 
out  in  Nicaragua.  Or  that  she  herself  might  not  do 
it  differently  another  time. 

By  placing  her  article  in  the  context  of  a 
response  to  Castellanos’  review,  Warren  has  im¬ 
plied,  though  carefully  has  not  stated,  that  the 
italicized  sentences  beginning  each  of  her  main 
paragraphs  somehow  represent  positions  taken 
either  in  the  review  or  in  the  book.  “Why  con¬ 
tinue  cultural  imperialism,  haven’t  we  (North 
Americans)  done  enough  damage  as  it  is?”  is  one 
of  the  questions  Warren  sets  up.  “Why  are  femi¬ 
nism  and  gay/lesbian  issues  dismissed  as  im¬ 
perialistic?”  she  asks.  We  want  to  be  very  clear 
that  neither  the  book  nor  the  review  ever  sug¬ 
gested  that  feminism  (or  gay/lesbian  issues)  are 
kinds  of  imperialism.  Feminism  in  particular  is  a 
precious  and  essential  way  of  seeing  and  remak¬ 
ing  the  world.  In  her  book  Gordon  says,  “I  can 
imagine  a  society  without  classes  or  racism  that 
continues  to  oppress  women.  I  cannot  imagine  a 
truly  feminist  society  that  perpetuates  class  op¬ 
pression  or  racism.”  What  each  of  us  has  said  is 
that  feminism  and  gayness  or  lesbianism  take  dif¬ 
ferent  forms  in  a  Central  American  context, 
especially  in  a  rural  context,  and  that  if  we  look 
for  something  identical  to  the  feminism  or  gay 
identities  we  know  in  the  U.S.  in  Nicaragua,  we 
won’t  find  them. 

Rebecca  Gordon 
Lastenia  Castellanos 
Boston,  MA 


there’ll  be  no 
children  left 

Dear  GCN: 

I  feel  the  president  has  fallen  short  in  appoint¬ 
ing  only  1  gay  man  to  his  13  person  AIDS  panel. 

However,  I’m  shocked  that  a  US  Senator 
would  remark  publicly  that  such  an  appointment 
would  *  ‘send  the  wrong  message  to  our  children .  ” 
If  something  isn’t  done  to  stop  AIDS,  we  won’t 
have  any  children  left  to  get  “the  wrong 
message!” 

To  Dr.  Lilly  1  say:  We  are  with  you.  Step  like 
you  never  step  before! 

Nathaniel  Barnes 
136238  1-S-T 
100  Warrior  Lane 
Bessemer,  AL  35023 


gay  intimacy  is  not 
vile 

Dear  GCN: 

It  was  really  wonderful  to  hear  that  Bob  Butler 
has  finally  gotten  some  help  from  the  civil/gay 
rights  organizations  (“Poetic  Justice,”  GCN, 
Vol.  15,  No.  1). 

What  he  didn’t  say  in  his  letter,  but  our  whole 
community  should  know,  is  that  Nicky  was  not 
only  subjected  to  brutal  police  pressure  tactics  but 
also  was  whisked  out  of  the  state  of  Nevada  on 
the  same  day  he  had  fearfully  cooperated  with  the 
prosecutor  at  Bob’s  trial.  He  was  never  told  that 
the  man  he  had  been  close  friends  with  was  in 
prison  —  he  had  no  idea  whatever,  even  5  years 
later,  that  such  a  dreadful  sentence  had  been  im¬ 
posed  on  his  friend.  It  wasn’t  until  finally,  after 
corresponsing  with  Bob,  that  someone  was  able 
to  find  Nicky  in  an  eastern  state  —  living  a  lonely 
life  regimented  by  strict  relatives.  All  those  years, 
he  could  only  imagine  that  Bob  never  got  in  touch 
with  him  because  he  no  longer  cared  about  Nicky. 
Of  course,  that  is  far  from  the  truth  —  as  Nicky 
knows  now. 

What  our  community  must  begin  to  realize  is 
that  these  brutal  police  pressure  tactics  are  being 
used  all  over  our  supposedly  civilized  nation  —  as 
Project  TRUTH  has  been  trying  for  the  past  few 
years  to  bring  to  public  light.  These  brutal  tactics 
are  almost  always  used  only  in  cases  involving 
young  men  in  same-gender  relationships  —  to 
protect  them  from  homosexuality.  Sometimes, 
the  prosecutor  is  even  open  about  such  motives. 
One  prosecutor  made  it  quite  clear.  He  told  the 
jury  that  the  effect  of  the  relationship  “was  to 
take  way  part  of  [name’s)  life.  —  his 
masculinity.”  Here  are  a  few  more  such  remarks 
by  the  prosecutor  in  his  final  speech  to  the  jury: 

“the  act  itself  is  a  disgusting  act ... .” 

“he  does  those  vile  deeds. . ..” 

“the  disgusting  little  thing  that  was  going 
on  in  the  bedroom  every  time  he  was 
putting  his  mouth  on  his  penis. ...” 

This  prosecutor  went  on  to  portray  the  teen 
(who  at  the  time  was  3  weeks  away  from  his 
“legal”  birthday)  as  being  embarassed  and  full  of 
shame  because  of  the  relationship: 

“not  one  of  those  facts,  that  you. .  .feel 
shame  or  nervousness  or  embarassment 
in  your  personal  lives  if  the  world  knew, 
was  a  vile  as  what  that  man  did  putting 
his  mouth  on  his  penis. . ..” 

Those  are  the  prosecutor’s  words  to  describe  the 
homosexuality  about  which,  as  mentioned  above, 
the  young  man’s  feelings  were:  “Nobody’s  been 
hurt.  I  don’t  see  why  this  is  taking  place.”  Some 
shame  and  embarassment!!  Finally,  at  one  hear¬ 
ing,  this  prosecutor  blurted  out  in  frustration: 
“The  State  has  stopped  a  homosexual  relation¬ 
ship  between  a  man  of  42  and  a  boy  [of  16]  and  we 
get  blamed?  We’re  bad  people?” 

These  kinds  of  trial  tactics  are  designed  to  ac¬ 
tivate  the  homophobic  hatred  they  hope  some  of 
the  jurors  have,  and  are  only  the  last  of  similar 
tactics  used  in  most  of  these  cases.  It  starts  with, 
as  one  sex  cop  said,  “cracking  the  boy.”  This  can 
be  done  with  tactics  ranging  from  yelling,  scream¬ 
ing  and  calling  him  a  “faggot”  to  actually 
threatening  to  lock  him  up  where  he  would  be 
raped  if  he  doesn’t  cooperate.  Ironic!  Emotional¬ 
ly,  the  first  tactic  is  to  forbid  the  older  partner 
from  having  any  contact  with  the  younger  who 
then  thinks  he  has  been  deserted  and  begins  to 
believe  the  vicious  stories  he  is  being  told  about 
the  man  he  so  cared  about  the  day  before.  Just 
like  in  the  Butler’s  case,  they  never  tell  the 
younger  man  about  the  prohibition. 

We  urge  every  same-gender-oriented  person, 
and  even  their  het  friends,  to  deluge  the  Nevada 
governor’s  office  with  letters  of  outrage  about 
Butler’s  case.  Let  them  know  that  homosexual  in¬ 
timacy  is  NOT  VILE.  Let  them  know  that  the  rest 
of  the  country  (world)  knows  just  how  barbaric 
Nevada  really  is. 

And  for  more  information  on  these  brutal 
police  tactics  and  cases  where  they  have  been  us¬ 
ed,  we  urge  readers  to  send  a  SASE  to:  Project 
TRUTH/Free  Will,  P.O.  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ 
07653-0244. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff  Summers 
Paramus,  NJ 
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Speaking  Out 


Gay  and  Lesbian  Candidates  in  1988: 
We  Must  Elect  Ourselves 

by  David  LaFontaine 


The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Campaign  Committee  (GLCC)  is  beginning  a  statewide  search 
for  lesbian  and  gay  candidates  for  office  in  the  1988  elections.  Now,  more  than  ever,  when 
our  civil  rights  are  under  attack  —  by  the  governor,  by  the  insurance  companies,  by  the 
supreme  court  —  our  safety  and  our  strength  depends  on  having  advocates  in  the  state  legis¬ 
lature  and  in  local  government.  That  means  we  need  gay  and  lesbian  state  senators,  lesbian 
and  gay  state  representatives,  more  openly  gay  city  councillors,  and  gay  and  lesbian  school 
committee  members.  And  we  need  this  uniquely  gay  representation  in  1988. 

For  those  who  believe  that  any  involvement  in  electoral  politics  is  compromising,  I 
would  argue  that  this  type  of  separatist  attitude  serves  to  perpetuate  the  injustices  of  an 
exclusionary  system.  If  we  continue  to  isolate  ourselves  rather  than  working  to  reform  and 
open  up  our  democracy,  we  in  effect  allow  our  lives  to  be  ruled  by  those  who  are  uneduated 
and  uncaring  of  our  needs. 

One  of  the  joys  of  electing  or  working  for  an  openly  gay  candidate,  a  person  who  is 
known  in  the  press  and  in  the  public  eye  as  an  advocate  for  gay  civil  rights,  is  that  for  once 
someone  will  represent  meaningful  and  heartfelt  beliefs  which  will  be  far  more  remembered 
and  valued  that  the  thin,  crass  rhetoric  of  politicians  who  adjust  themselves  according  to 
their  audience.  Too  many  of  our  politicians  arise  out  of  a  series  of  old-boy-network  deals.  A 
lesbian  or  gay  candidate  who  rises  out  of  the  grassroots  will  instill  freshness  and  vision  into  a 
stale  political  system.  She/he  will  inspire  and  evoke  welcome  illuminations  and  variations 
within  the  human  imagination. 

The  very  act  of  mounting  a  gay  campaign  makes  us  all  winners.  Whatever  the  final  vote 
count,  a  gay  campaign  insures  the  following  victories:  we  publicize  our  issues  through  press 
articles  and  media;  we  energize  and  empower  our  brothers  and  sisters  through  the  variety  of 
volunteer  tasks  involved;  we  educate  other  elected  officials  about  the  political  clout  of  the 
gay  vote,  urging  them  to  be  more  responsive  in  the  future;  and  most  important  of  all,  we  cre¬ 
ate  a  symbol  of  gay  pride  and  power. 

What  better  means  of  countering  the  widespread  invisibility  which  keeps  us  powerless 
than  a  gay  candidate  whose  face  and  voice  are  everywhere?  What  more  effective  contrast  to 
the  feelings  of  worthlessness  which  plague  our  brothers  and  sisters,  driving  many  to  alcohol¬ 
ism,  than  a  figure  who  will  be  looked  upon  as  a  respected  and  admired  leader  in  our  society? 


Last  summer,  Kevin  McFaddcn’s  campaign  for  state  senate  inspired  our  community  to 
challenge  ourselves  to  work  intensively,  to  coalesce  our  varied  forces  for  a  space  of  time  into 
a  single,  unified  effort.  In  garnering  nearly  40%  of  the  vote  in  what  was  perceived  as  a  con¬ 
servative  district,  we  taught  state  legislators  and  people  across  the  state  that  there  are  thou¬ 
sands  of  gay  votes  in  Dorchester,  Milton  and  Randolph.  McFadden  became  the  only  candi¬ 
date  for  the  state  legislature  to  be  endorsed  by  the  Boston  Globe.  And  due  to  an  investiga¬ 
tion  into  Walsh’s  misuse  of  campaign  funds,  we  have  successfully  retired  and  disgraced  the 
most  virulent  homophobe  of  the  state  legislature. 

This  kind  of  symbolic  and  pragmatic  victory  needs  to  be  repeated  over  and  over  again, 
leading  us  step  by  step  up  the  path  toward  complete  liberation  and  empowerment.  The  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Campaign  Committee  is  by  definition  committed  to  providing  impetus  and 
practical  support  for  this  type  of  forward  progress.  The  GLCC  offers  cash  to  gay 
candidates,  an  extensive  statewide  mailing  list,  and  the  political  expertise  of  people  who 
have  successfully  supported  candidates  like  David  Scondras  and  Kevin  McFadden. 

A  coalition  of  workers  and  support  lies  waiting  to  be  activated  by  the  woman  or  man 
who  has  the  courage  and  wisdom  to  run  for  elected  office  as  an  openly  gay  candidate  in 
1988.  Now,  more  than  ever,  as  our  basic  freedoms  are  being  threatened,  it  is  time  to  take  the 
next  step:  WE  MUST  ELECT  OURSELVES. 

Anyone  interested  in  running  for  office  or  who  has  ideas  about  locating  a  lesbian  or  gay 
candidate  should  contact  FRENCH  WALL  at  236-1641  or  GLCC  chair  DEDE  KETOVER 
at  522-4804. 

David  LaFontaine  is  a  board  member  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Campaign  Committee. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and  held  to 
under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  view  of  the  newspaper  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write  do 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Community 

i  do  not  believe 
no  one  cared 

Dear  GCN: 

My  ad  appeared  in  the  June  21-27  issue  of  the 
Prisoners  Seeking  Friends  space  in  GCN.  I  cannot 
and  do  not  believe  that  not  one  person  in  the  gay 
community  cared  enough  to  drop  me  a  few  lines. 
So,  I’ve  resolved  that  this  must  be  an  ad¬ 
ministrative  ploy  for  discouraging  gay  outside 
contact  and  communication.  1  know  they  do  this 
kind  of  thing,  and  that  any  letters  that  may  have 
been  mailed  to  me  here,  if  they  weren’t  returned 
to  you,  were  probably  destroyed.  When  1  accused 
the  mailroom  of  this,  they  said,  “How  can  you 
prove  it?”  Of  course,  1  cannot  without  your  sup¬ 
port. 

It  is  long  since  past  the  time  when  we  on  the  in¬ 
side  and  outside  stand  up  together  and  support 
one  another  on  the  issues  that  we  hold  right  and 
just.  I’m  not  afraid,  and  I’ll  suffer  proudly  any 
retaliation  or  consequence  that  I  must  to  live  free¬ 
ly  the  life  I  have  chosen.  I  have  commenced  legal 
action  but  I  need  you  to  stand  beside  me  and  write 
strong  letters  in  my  behalf.  If  there  is  anyone 
reading  this  who  may  have  written  to  me  as  to  my 
ad,  you  most  especially  I  need  to  write  such  a  let¬ 
ter.  Please  address  it  to:  Commissioner  Thomas 
Coughlin,  Dept,  of  Correctional  Services,  State 
Office  Bldg  Campus  3,  Albany  NY  12226. 
Thank  you, 

Willie  Earl  Blount 
85  A  6391 
Box  700 

Wallkill,  NY  12589 


kaposi’s  sarcoma 
linked  to  poppers? 

Dear  GCN: 

Here  is  another  mystery  about  AIDS.  Gay  men 
account  for  about  95  percent  of  Kaposi’s  sarcoma 
seen  in  AIDS.  Yet  the  proportion  of  KS  cases  seen 
in  AIDS  is  declining  not  only  among  gay  men  in 
the  United  States  but  also  among  Haitians  in 
Haiti.  The  federal  Centers  for  Disease  Control  is 
quite  mystified  by  this  change  in  both  countries. 

Blood  donors  who  develop  KS  have  transmit¬ 
ted  HIV  infection  to  recipients,  but  those  reci¬ 
pients  do  not  develop  KS. 

What  is  it  about  KS  seen  in  AIDS  that,  for  all 
intents  and  purposes,  it  is  confined  to  gay  men 
and  that  it  apparently  cannot  be  transmitted  to  a 
recipient? 

It  appears  that  a  co-factor  may  be  necessary  for 
the  development  of  KS.  What  that  co-factor  is  is 
anybody’s  guess,  but  a  strong  candidate  appears 
to  be  poppers. 

Yours  truly, 

Peter  Patrick 
Washington,  DC 


Voices 

“black”  comedy 
not  funny 

Dear  GCN: 

I  love  you  and  am  sorry  to  be  one  of  those  peo¬ 
ple  who  is  moved  to  write  only  when  there  is 
something  to  complain  about,  but  that’s  just  how 
it  happened. 

The  problem  is:  last  week,  I  received  GCN  only 
to  find  the  back  page  covered  by  an  ad  for  a  black 
comedy  (and  I  don’t  believe  it  means  a  comedy 
with  only  black  people  in  it). 

Our  very  own  English  language  has  many 
meanings  for  the  word  “black”  and  they  are 
overwhelmingly  negative,  while  “white”  stands 
for  good  and  clean. 

It’s  up  to  us  to  be  conscious,  sensitive  speakers 
and  writers. 

Also,  on  the  subject  of  words,  I  vote  for  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Community  News. 

Thanks  for  your  hard  work.  I  appreciate  you. 
Rya 

Eugene,  OR 


how  about  testing 
cops  &  guards  too! 

Dear  GCN: 

Recently  I  have  been  noticing  an  ever  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  prison  guards  who  are  wearing 
surgical  gloves  while  having  any  contact  with  any 
inmate.  Even  to  touch  the  clothing  of  an  inmate 
while  shaking  him  down.  Also,  the  guards  here 
are  screaming  for  mandatory  AIDS  testing  of  all 
inmates  with  the  results  being  made  public. 

Well,  I  for  one  object  to  all  of  this.  I’ve  been 
locked  up  for  almost  five  years  and  I  know  whom 
I’ve  had  sex  with,  whom  I’ve  kissed,  etc.  What  I 
don’t  know  is  who  these  guards  have  gone  to  bed 
with;  shared  a  needle  with;  etc. 

If  AIDS  testing  is  made  mandatory,  then 
guards  should  be  tested  too.  And  by  the  way,  I 
would  prefer  that  all  guards  wear  gloves  before 
touching  me.  I  don’t  want  them  to  give  me  AIDS, 
ya  know. 

A  prisoner  in  Texas 


GCN  prints  all  letters  to  the  editor  except  per¬ 
sonal  attacks;  carbon  copies  of  letters  sent 
elsewhere  are  published  on  a  space-available 
basis.  Letters  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Letters 
should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED 
limited  to  THREE  typed  pages.  Send  to 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 
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City _ State _ Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $33  $ 
25  weeks  $20  S 
25  weeks/low  income  $12  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  o  tree 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 


These  rotes  ore  tor  subscriptions  within  the  USA  institutional  rate  S40  per  year  Add  50% 
tor  foreign,  including  Canada  Amounts  received  m  excess  win  oe  considered 
donations,  which  are  greatly  apprecoted 

Mail  to  GCN  Subscriptions.  62  Berkeley  Street.  Boston.  MA  021 16 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-prolit  educational  foundation 
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Loud  and  Queer  at  the 
Jukebox 


By  Loie  Hayes 

The  mood  was  low-key  as  about 
50  gay  men  and  lesbians  mixed  in¬ 
to  the  crowd  of  about  150  regulars 
at  the  Jukebox,  a  downtown 
Boston  club  specializing  in  ’50s 
and  ’60s  dance  tunes.  The  straight 
folks  seemed  content  to  ignore  the 
same-sex  dancing  and  we  queers 
mostly  mingled  with  “our 
own”  on  one  side  of  the  bar. 

Like  the  other  Visibility  Cam¬ 
paign  events  sponsored  by  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee 
(GLDC),  the  night  was  intended 
as  an  educational  event  to  let 
straight  folks  know  we  won’t  be 
ghettoized,  as  well  as  to  encourage 
gay  men  and  lesbians  to  become 
activists. 

When  a  few  folks  toured  the 
room  passing  out  lavender  cards 
headlined  “Sexual  preference  is 
no  passing  matter,”  the  most 
volatile  reaction  they  encountered 
was  from  a  man  who  thought  the 
bar  was  not  the  right  place  to 
bring  up  “controversial”  issues. 
He  was  referring  to  the  card’s 
mention  of  Massachusetts’ 
discriminatory  foster  care  policy 
and  lack  of  police  attention  to 
gay-bashing. 

Steve  Magnus,  a  GLDC 
organizer,  characterized  the 
discussion  this  way:  “He  gave  us 
the  same  spiel  [Mass,  governor] 
Dukakis  has  —  that  you  can  have 
gay  rights  without  the  right  to 
raise  children.  That’s  bullshit.” 


Necessary  conflict 

Though  it  was  a  busier  Tuesday 
than  most,  a  woman  bartender 
took  some  time  to  talk  prejudices 
and  politics  with  me  and  two  gay 
men  friends.  She  “agreed  totally” 
with  our  desire  for  “equal  treat¬ 
ment”;  what  made  her  uneasy  was 
our  demand  that  our  differentness 
be  acknowledged  as  well  as  ac¬ 
cepted,  not  ignored  so  we  could  be 
assimilated  as  basically  the  same 
as  straights. 

In  between  her  tending  to  other 
customers,  the  bartender  listened 
to  the  ways  we’ve  learned  to  deal 
with  hostility  and  ignorance  from 
the  straight  world.  When  she 
heard  stories  about  the  stupid 
things  straight  people  have  said 
and  done,  she  seemed  embarrass¬ 
ed  to  identify  with  them. 

She  said  she  didn’t  have  any 
problems  with  women  dancing 
together  —  “they  do  it  all  the  time 
here”  —  but  when  the  two  men 
pointed  out  how  “queer”  they 
would  look  dancing  together  in 
any  straight  crowd,  she  got  a  sense 
of  what  they  felt.  After  a 
thoughtful  pause  she  offered,  “1 
guess  I  was  thinking  of  an  ideal 
world”  where  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  would  be  accepted  without 
having  to  fight  for  it.  As  I  was 
leaving  she  said  “Come  back 
sometime”;  I  think  we  accom¬ 
plished  at  least  something  of  what 
we’d  aimed  to  do. 


Longing  for  acceptance 

On  my  way  home  from  the 
Jukebox  I  got  into  another  con¬ 
versation  about  fighting  for  gay 
rights.  A  friend  talked  wearily 
about  how  much  of  his  attention 
is  focussed  on  being  gay.  I  knew 
exactly  what  he  meant. 

Hell,  I  would  have  loved  to 
have  talked  with  that  bartender 
about  her  high  school  (she  looked 
like  she  hadn’t  gone  yet  to  her 
10-year  reunion),  her  customers, 
or  her  ’80s  perspective  on  the  bar’s 
’60s  music.  Why  do  we  have  to 
spend  so  much  time  “fighting” 
openly  rather  than  playing  openly? 

None  of  us  wants  to  miss  the 
sexual  and  emotional  thrill  we  feel 
chatting  up  a  person  of  our 
gender.  That’s  the  irrefutable 
pleasure  of  being  queer.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  for  us  activists,  we’re  so 
bound  up  with  trying  to  get 
respect  from  straight  folks  that 
we’re  tempted  to  make  ourselves 
into  “harmless”  people  “just 
like”  them.  How  do  you  demand 
from  the  bartender  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  your  brave  queerness, 
when  what  your  gut  really  wants 
to  do  is  seduce  her  with  platitudes 
of  how  much  you  have  in  common. 

Picking  up  the  bartender  while 
picking  up  her  consciousness:  if 
that’s  what  visibility  events  are  all 
about,  I  think  I’ll  have  to  get  out 
to  more  of  them. 


by  Laura  Philips 
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Cj  \J  ASSOCIATES.  INC. 

Residential  Real  Estate 

JAMES  DOWALIBY 

Sales  Associate 


249  Adams  Street 
Dorchester,  MA  02122 


Office: 

(617)  825-8200 


INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 

617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


I  was  tired  of  the  bars. .  .tired  of  the  "scene" 
and  tired  of  playing  all  of  the  little  mindgames 
to  find  out  whether  this  guy  or  that  guy  was  inte 
ested  in  a  person  like  me... or,  more  importantly, 
if  I  was  interested  in  him. 


CaII  TodAy! 

Buddies 


Professional  -  Discrete 
CoNfidENTiAl  -  EsTAblishEd  1982 


Then  a  friend  of  mine  told  me  about  Buddies. 
He  said  the  counselors  there  understood  what 
he  was  looking  for  in  a  companion. 

So  I  called  them.  Buddies  introduced  me  to 
several  exciting  guys  in  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire  within  a  few  weeks  after  I 
Now  I'm  telling  all  of  my  friends.  Calling  Buddies 
was  one  of  the  best  decisions  I've  ever  made. 


JlCargarei  JK.  Gap  re 

insurance  OQgency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  insurance 


•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments 

•  Notary  Public 


•  Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 
Sat.  10-4  PM 


277-8187  697  Washington  Street,  Brookline  (Near  Beacon)  | 


BBI) 


healthy  teeth. . .  they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


Insurance  AUTO 


Insurance 


CALL  AND  COMPARE 
BEFORE  YOU  BUY 

★  No  Service  Fees  —  Ever!  ★ 

★  Rates  Quoted  Over  the  Phone  ★ 

★  Same  Day  Registration  Service  ★ 

★  Convenient  Monthly  Payment  Plans  ★ 
★  Cancelled  Policies  Replaced  ★ 


BROOKLINE  ALLSTON 

241  Washington  St.  168a  Brighton  Ave, 

731-1015  ROSLINDALE  782-0400 

4521  Washington  St. 

323-0800 

Our  offices  are  staffed  with  friendly,  knowledgeable 
people  to  answer  all  your  questions. 

CALL  THE 

INSURANCE  PROFESSIONALS  FIRST 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 
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Camp  comes  to  Cambridge 

Who  Hears  an  Orton? 


The  Erpingham  Camp  by  Joe  Or¬ 
ton  and  After  Magritt  by  Tom 
Stoppard.  Directed  by  Chad 
Raphael.  Set  design  by  John 
Claflin.  Presented  by  the 
Harvard-Radcliffe  Summer 
Theater  at  the  Loeb  Drama 
Center,  Cambridge.  Through 
August  21. 

By  Tom  Grabosky 

In  recent  years  there  has  been  a 
nostalgia  for,  and  revival  of, 
many  of  the  more  valuable  aspects 
of  the  ’60s.  We  have  seen  a 
resurgence  of  social  protest,  peace 
activism  and  a  push  for  human 
rights  in  an  attempt  to  raise  con¬ 
sciousness  out  of  the  mire  of  fun¬ 
damental  conservatism  at  one  end 
of  the  spectrum,  and  ultra-Yuppie 
self-indulgence  at  the  other.  These 
efforts  have  brought  many  of  us 
out  of  resigned  semi-retirement 
and  back  onto  the  streets. 

Now,  with  warships  facing  off 
in  the  Persian  Gulf,  the  Irangate 
Follies  smearing  itself  across  the 
network  airwaves  and  puppet 
Contra  leaders  laughing  openly  at 
Americans  stupid  enough  to  send 
them  money,  there  is  a  good  deal 
to  be  angry  and  concerned  about, 
and  as  always,  the  best  avenue  for 
resolving  rage  is  positive  action. 
For  the  playwright,  this  has  and 
does  often  take  the  form  of  satire, 
and  perhaps  the  most  outstanding 
farceur  of  the  ’60s  was  Joe  Orton. 
Today,  twenty  years  after  his 
tragic  death  at  the  hands  of  his 
lover  of  sixteen  years,  the  bitterly 
humorous  insights  of  this  icono¬ 
clastic  gay  playwright  are  as  sharp 
and  relevant  as  ever.  It  is  a 
delightful  sign  of  hope  to  see  the 
renewed  interest  in  the  life  and 
works  of  the  man  who  gave  us 
such  bright  and  entertaining  gems 
as  Loot,  What  the  Butler 
Saw,  and  Entertaining  Mr. 
Sloan. 

On  Thursday  evening,  August 
6,  the  Harvard  Radcliffe  Summer 
Theatre  opened  a  two  week  run  of 
The  Erpingham  Camp,  a  later 
Joe  Orton  play  written  in  1965, 
and  After  Magritte  a  play  written 
by  Tom  Stoppard,  a  contempo¬ 
rary  of  Orton’s.  Both  plays  are 
one-act  farces  of  the  first  order 
and  it  was  a  wise  decision  of  pro¬ 
ducer  Peter  Ocko  and  director 
Chad  Raphael  to  couple  these  two 
plays.  Both  distinctively  British, 
and  very  witty,  their  philosophies 
and  similar  quick  styles  compli¬ 
mented  each  other  and  played  well 
together. 

After  Magritte  was  first  on  the 
bill  and  while  not  as  meaty  and 
imperative  as  Erpingham,  it 
was  nonetheless  full  of  life  and 
quickly  paced  with  wonderfully 
surrealistic  humor.  The  play  relied 
on  mixed  metaphor,  double  en¬ 
tendre  and  dialogue  which 
paralleled  in  words  the  world 


Magritte  created  in  images.  The 
play  describes  the  absurd  events  in 
the  lives  of  a  young  couple  as  they 
prepare  to  go  out  for  the  evening. 
Their  conversation  seems  to  be  an 
extension  of  the  mysterious  whim¬ 
sy  of  the  paintings  they  have  seen 
in  a  Magritte  exhibit  earlier  in  the 
afternoon.  In  a  delightful  stream 
of  consciousness  banter  they  at¬ 
tempt  to  sort  out  an  event  they 
witnessed  on  the  way  home  in¬ 
volving  a  one-legged  football 
player  who  was  carrying  an  object 
variously  decribed  as  a  football,  a 
tortoise  and  a  handbag.  The  two 
are  joined  by  the  mother  of  one  of 
them  (of  which  one  it  is  not  clear 
until  about  halfway  through  the 
conversation)  who  carries  a  tuba 
(a  la  Magritte)  and  hobbles  about 
adding  her  two  cents  worth  of 
irony  and  absurdity  to  the  general 
chaos.  Suddenly,  in  the  midst  of 
everything,  burst  in  a  police  in¬ 
spector  and  his  deputy  constable 
who  accuse  the  couple  of  a  crime 
involving  the  same  one-legged 
football  player.  The  action  con¬ 
tinues  to  build  in  crescendos  of 
mounting  tension,  each  character 
flying  off  on  wildly  divergent 
tangents,  which  finally  converge 
in  a  predictably  unpredictable 
climax.  At  this  point  the  theater 
was  plunged  into  total  darkness,  a 
startling  effect  which  forced  au¬ 
dience  attention  on  the  sound  of 
the  words  being  spoken. 

All  in  all,  the  cast  gave  a  good 
performance.  There  were  lines 
dropped  here  and  there  and  at 
times  phrases  which  should  have 
been  lingered  on  were  hurried 
over,  but  these  were  probably 
opening  night  rough  spots 
smoothed  out  in  subsequent  per¬ 
formances.  One  must  remember, 
too,  that  these  are  student  actors 
and  actresses  who  are  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  shaping  talents  that  have 
yet  to  mature.  The  part  of  inspec¬ 
tor  Foot  was  played  by  Eric  Oleson 
with  a  John  Cleesian  inflection 
that  was  at  times  effective  but  at 
other  times  loud  and  abrasive. 
Nicole  Galland  was  fine  as 
Thelma  Harris  and  Lisa  Lindley 
was  very  funny  as  the  Mother,  but 
I  was  more  impressed  with  Linus 
Gelber  as  Reginald  Harris.  He  has 
a  clear,  distinctive  speaking  voice 
and  a  relaxed  delivery  that  are 
essential  to  good  stage  acting  and 
are  often  indicative  of  natural 
talent  in  young  actors  that  can 
develop  into  truly  individual  style. 

Following  a  brief  intermission, 
the  audience  was  treated  to  a 
powerful  performance  of  Orton’s 
Erpingham  Camp.  Pacing  is  all 
important,  especially  in  farce,  and 
it  takes  a  refined  sense  of  balance 
to  maintain  spontaneity  amid  the 
studied  chaos.  Under  the  direction 
of  Chad  Raphael,  the  cast  moved 
with  confidence  and  ease  through 
the  complex  texturings  of  action 


Erpingham  camp. 

and  dialogue  which  give  life  and 
character  to  this  example  of  Or¬ 
ton’s  genius.  There  are  so  many 
strong  lines  and  moments  of  in¬ 
sight  in  this  play  that  it  is  difficult 
to  cite  just  one  or  two  and  I  feel 
that  to  best  serve  the  cause  of 
good  theater,  I  must  simply 
recommend  that  it  be  seen.  While 
it  is  true  that  Orton  is  now  enjoy¬ 
ing  a  renewed  popularity,  pro¬ 
ducers  and  audiences  are  fickle 
and  one  cannot  be  certain  that 
Erpingham  Camp  will  be  per¬ 
formed  again  soon. 

The  part  of  Erpingham  was 
played  by  John  Claflin  who 

Weaving 

Howard  University  professor 
Mary  Frances  Berry,  author 
Margaret  Randall  and  lesbian  at¬ 
torney  M.P.  Schildmeyer  (above 
L-R)  discussed  “Women  and  the 
Constitution’’  during  the  National 
Women’s  Studies  Association 
1987  national  conference  held  at 
Spelman  College  in  Atlanta,  June 
24-28.  Entitled  “Weaving 
Women’s  Colors:  A  Decade  of 
Empowerment,”  the  conference 
also  included  the  first  NWSA 
poor  and  working  class  women’s 
plenary:  “Pain,  Survival, 
Triumph:  Voices  of  Poor  and 
Working  Class  Women.” 


doubled  as  a  technical  director. 
For  the  most  part  he  succeeded  in 
conveying  the  arrogance  and 
oblivious  self-satisfaction  of  the 
holiday  camp  director  whose  little 
kingdom  comes  toppling  down 
around  him.  Peter  Becker  as  Riley 
was,  for  my  money,  the  strongest 
performance  in  this  production. 
He  was  perfect  as  the  obsequious 
and  ambitious  assistant  to  Erp¬ 
ingham,  and  delivered  his  lines 
with  a  warm  brogue  that  let  us 
know  he  had  kissed  the  blarney 
stone  more  than  once.  Another 
good  performance  was  given  by 
Daniel  Luke  Zelman  as  Kenny, 


the  working  class  hero,  who  is 
willing  to  perform  any  manner  of 
brutality  under  the  banner  of 
“defending  pregnant  women.” 
Linus  Gelber’s  talents  were  put  to 
good  use  again  in  the  character  of 
the  padre.  In  a  poignant  speech 
after  the  death  of  Erpingham  he 
delivers  one  of  those  beautifully 
written  insights  for  which  Orton  is 
so  well  known.  He  says,  “It’s  life 
that  defeats  the  Christian  Church. 
She’s  always  been  well  equipped 
to  deal  with  death.” 

If  you  are  looking  for  a  good 
excuse  to  laugh  and  at  the  same 
Continued  on  page  10 


Women’s  Colors 


Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Service 
6  Hamilton  Place,  Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-5188 


TWO  GROUPS  FOR  MEN  ARE  NOW 
FORMING  AT  GLCS 

HIV  POSITIVE  SUPPORT  GROUP 

A  12-week  support  group  for  gay  men  who  are  HIV  positive 
INTIMACY  AND  SELF  ESTEEM 
A  time-limited  therapy  group  for  gay  men 
focusing  on  issues  of  intimacy  and  self-esteem 

ACOA  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
A  structured  time-limited  therapy  group  for  gay  men  who  are 
adult  children  of  alcoholics 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ON  THESE  GROUPS, 
PLEASE  CONTACT: 

Susan  Greenwood,  LICSW,  Intake  Coordinator  at  542-5188 


WEEKDAYS  9  A.M.  -  9  P.M. 
CONFIDENTIAL  SERVICES 
CONVENIENT  DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 


Serving  the  community  since  1971 


SLIDING  FEE  SCALE 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED* 

NO  ONE  DENIED  SERVICES 
FOR  INABILITY  TO  PAY 

*In  the  interest  of  our  clients' 
confidentiality,  all  insurance 
claims  are  filed  under  our  cor¬ 
porate  name  —  CSI. 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.  C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  R.  Harrington 
Boston  (617)  266-0760 _ 


617-776-5866  Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 
Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 
Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 


fire  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  provided  thousands  of  gay 
men  with  a  safe,  effectiue 
way  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  Fees  exceed  *30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call 


•  Non-Profit  •  Small  •  Sole 

Agencies  Businesses  Proprietors 


800-633-6969 


Marilyn  Humphries 


It’s  the  middle  of  a  porn  film.  So  far 
we’ve  seen  most  of  the  usual:  a  little 
sex,  a  little  cruising,  some  shots  of 
pretty  boys  walking  down  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  streets,  a  little  plot.  Actually 
there  is  a  little  more  plot  that  you  ordinarily 
find  in  porn  movies.  A  young  boy — 18  or 
so — and  just  coming  out  wants  to  meet 
someone  but  is  too  afraid  to  try.  He  finally 
answers  a  personal  ad  and  is  now  getting 
ready  to  meet  the  man  who  has  placed  it  in 
the  newspaper.  He  is  in  his  small,  rented 
room  worrying  about  how  things  will  go  on 
his  date  when  suddenly  he  notices  a  pimple 
on  his  face.  Suddenly  thoughts  of  sex  stop 
and  he  peers  into  a  mirror  looking  at  his 
face  from  all  angles.  He  fantasizes  different 
ways  of  changing  his  look.  He  holds  a 
Marlene  Dietrich  mask  to  his  face.  He 
agonizes  and  finally  resigns  himself  to  being 
just  himself — pimple  and  all — and  goes  out 
on  his  first  date. 

The  movie  is  Passing  Strangers.  The  year 
is  1974.  And  the  director  is  Artie  Bressan. 
Gay  male  porn  was  having  quite  a 
renaissance  in  the  early  ’70s.  Jack  Deveau 
and  Hand  in  Hand  films  were  producing 
high  quality,  thoughtful  pornography. 
Peter  deT^ome  was  building  a  reputation  on 
highly  stylized,  quirky,  pornographic  shorts 
which  were  generating  interest  from  film 
museums  and  art  houses.  But  as  exciting  as 
the  Deveau  and  the  de  Rome  films  were, 
they  were  part  of  a  pornographic  tradition 
which  separated — and  elevated — the  sexual 
experience  from  the  test  of  reality. 

When  Passing  Strangers  came  to  local 
porn  theaters  it  was  a  revelation.  Here  was  a 
film  in  which  fretting  about  a  blemish  was 
as  important  as  getting  laid.  At  the  end  of 
the  movie  the  boy  and  his  date — they  have 
now  become  boyfriends — spend  some  time 
marching  in  San  Francisco’s  Gay  March. 
Artie  Bressan  filmed  the  scene  during  the 
real  parade  and  for  those  moments  the  bar¬ 
riers  between  real  life  and  film  life  merge. 
But  more  importantly  the  notions  of  what 
was  political,  what  was  personal,  what  was 
sexual,  erotic,  emotional,  and  what  was  just 
plain  old  gay  life  all  became  one.  No  one 
ever  left  an  Artie  Bressan  film  feeling  as 
though  they  had  not  seen  enough  sex — in 
many  cases  the  sex  scenes  were  so  natural, 
so  authentic  that  you  felt  more  involved 
than  with  many  other  films — but  you 
always  felt  that  you  had  seen  a  great  deal 
more  than  you  might  have  expected. 

These  connections  between  the  personal, 
the  sexual  and  the  political,  between  the  gay 
man  and  his  community,  between  the  out¬ 
sider  looking  into  the  half-hidden  gay  world 
and  the  insider  looking  out  at  the  larger  one 
are  only  some  of  the  reasons  why  an  Artie 
Bressan  film  was  so  special.  For  beneath  all 
of  the  intellectualization  and  the  analysis 
there  was  the  simple  fact  that  Artie  loved 
movies. 

Born  in  1944,  to  a  lower  middle  class  New 
York  family,  he  had  early  training  to  be  an 
opera  singer.  (This  musical  background  is 


evident  in  all  his  film  soundtracks.  Who  else 
would  have  thought  to  play  Barbra  Strei¬ 
sand’s  Pavane  by  Gabriel  Faure,  behind  a 
sex  scene  in  his  1979  Forbidden  Letters?) 
He  attended  Iona  College  and  then  received 
a  master’s  from  NYU’s  film  school  doing  a 
thesis  on  the  great  populist  director  Frank 
Capra.  In  the  mid-60s  he  moved  to  San 
Francisco  with  a  typewriter  and  a  super  8 
camera  and  decided  to  begin  making 
movies.  “I  had  little  money”  he  once  said 
“and  porn  seemed  to  be  a  cheap  genre  to 
work  in.  Sex  was  something  I  knew  about 
and  I  thought  that  it  would  be  a  perfect 
wedding  of  economic  necessity  and  per¬ 
sonal  proclivity.”  But  although  he  was 
always  proud  of  his  films  he  saw  very  little 
difference  between  “porn  films”  and  what 
he  called,  rather  sarcastically,  “real  films.” 
“My  criteria  was  that  I  should  make  a  good 
movie,  and  not  worry  about  some  special 
pleading  to  justify  gay  porn.  There  is  no 
reason  why  pornography  cannot  be  as 
technically  competent  as  other  films.  Pass¬ 
ing  Strangers  was  the  first  porn  film  to  use  a 
helicopter  shot.  People  felt  it  was  very 
lyrical.  They  were  startled  by  it.  But  to  me  it 
was  just  good  filmmaking.  It  had  a  reason 
to  be  in  the  film,  and  it  gave  the  audience  a 
thrill.  That’s  what  moviemaking — of  any 
kind — is  about.” 

Artie  Bressan’s  vision  was  unique — not 
for  a  pornographer,  but  for  any  filmmaker. 
After  Passing  Strangers  (which  won  the 
first  prize  in  the  1975  San  Francisco  Erotic 
Film  Festival— a  surprise,  since  gay  films 
almost  never  receive  much  notice  at  the 
overwhelmingly  straight  “erotic”  festivals) 
he  very  quickly  made  Gay  USA.  Stunned  by 
the  stabbing  murder  of  Robert  Hillsboro  in 
San  Francisco— the  teenagers  who  killed 
the  28  year  old  gardener  repeatedly  called 
him  “faggot”  and  said  “this  is  for  you, 
Anita” — Bressan  decided  to  make  a 
documentary  of  Gay  Pride  marches  around 
the  country.  Shooting  the  San  Francisco 
footage  himself,  he  sent  crews  to  six  other 
marches  and  wrote,  edited  and  distributed 
the  film  within  eight  months.  Gay  USA  is  a 
straightforward  documentary  (reminiscent 
of,  but  much  more  ambitious  than,  the 
Bressan  short  Coming  Out  made  at  the  1972 
San  Francisco  Gay  Pride  march)  that 
brought  more  footage  of  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  protesting  and  revelling  together  than 
anything  else  before  it.  The  highlight  of  the 
film  was  Black  poet  Pat  Parker  reciting  her 
poem  “For  the  Straight  Folks/  Who  Don’t 
Mind  Gays/  But  Wish  They  Weren’t  So 
BLATANT”  and  the  film  is  filled  with 
wonderful  faces  and  moments  which  cap¬ 
ture  the  variety  and  diversity  of  both  the 
movement  and  the  community. 

Gay  USA  was  not  a  radical  departure  for 
Artie  because  he  saw  it  as  just  another  film- 
making  challenge  and  a  continuation  of  the 
politics  that  were  implicit  in  Passing 
Strangers.  It  was  unusual  for  a  small  film¬ 
maker  to  take  on  such  a  large  project, 
especially  since  it  had  very  little  chance  of 


any  financial  gain.  What  was  radical  about 
the  market  of  Gay  USA,  however,  was  that 
because  of  the  director’s  name  and  the 
film’s  title  (as  well  as  the  fact  that  it  was 
distributed  by  the  company  which  handled 
Passing  Strangers)  it  began  showing  up  in 
porn  theaters.  It  played  at  Boston’s  now 
defunct  South  Station  Cinema,  and  it  was 
amazing  to  see  that  the  men  who  came  to 
view  Red  Hanky  Left  and  Michael,  Angelo 
and  David  were  more  than  willing  to  stay 
and  enjoy  an  openly  political  gay  documen¬ 
tary.  It  was  as  though  Artie  Bressan’s  film- 
making  vision  had  managed  to  spill  over  the 
marketing  barriers  as  well. 

In  1978  Artie  was  hospitalized  with  a 
severe  case  of  hepatitis.  While  recuperating, 
he  began  correspondence  with  a  gay 
prisoner.  It  seemed  as  though  everything 
was  going  fine  until  he  received  a  letter 
from  the  prison  authorities  saying  that  the 
man  was  no  longer  there  and  that  no  letters 
would  be  forwarded.  Bressan  checked  into 
the  facts,  and  it  was  clear  that  the  man  was 
no  longer  there  and  that  the  prison  was 
supressing  Artie’s  letters  to  him.  This  led  to 
Bressan’s  writing,  producing  and  directing 
Forbidden  Letters  in  1979.  The  film’s  plot 
revolves  around  Robert  Adams  (the  young 
man  in  Passing  Strangers)  whose  older 
lover,  played  by  Richard  Locke,  is  in 
prison.  He  knows  that  he  cannot  send  the 
love  letters  he  wants  to,  so  he  writes  and 
keeps  them  in  a  journal.  Most  of  the  film 
features  voice-overs  of  his  writing  intercut 
with  the  memories  of  their  life  together. 
These  are  juxtaposed  with  his  fantasies  of 
both  himself  and  of  his  lover  in  prison.  At 
the  end  of  the  film  the  two  are  reunited. 
Both  realize  that  the  younger  man’s 
idealization  of  the  older  has  turned  into  a 
more  realistic  vision  of  what  their  life 
together  can  be,  and  the  two  are  joined  as 
equals. 

The  mixture  of  sex  and  sentiment  in  For¬ 
bidden  Letters  was  much  more  flagrant 
than  in  Passing  Strangers  and  audiences 
found  themselves  laughing,  crying  and  get¬ 
ting  hardons  all  at  the  same  time.  Artie  lov¬ 
ed  these  mixed  messages.  “Porn  audiences 
are  like  other  audiences  only  more  so”  he 
once  said,  “They  are  schizophrenic.  On  one 
level  they  want  to  see  their  ideal  fantasy,  the 
perfect  man,  the  perfect  blond,  the  perfect 
cock.  But  an  audience  is  more  than  a  five 
dollar  ticket.  They  are  people.  When  the 
Advocate  reviewer  wrote  about  Forbidden 
Letters,  he  said  that  it  made  him  cry.  I 
thought  that  was  very  brave  in  a  porno 
review.  To  admit  that  a  film  made  you  cry 
as  well  as  give  you  a  hardon.  A  porno  au¬ 
dience  wants  to  voraciously  gobble  up  its 
most  secret  anonymous  fantasy.  And  then 
right  in  the  middle  of  that,  it  wants  to  see  its 
emotional  life  too.  It’s  a  sort  of  double¬ 
headed  monster.” 

Artie  Bressan  was  incredibly  successful  at 
not  only  mixing  tones,  themes  and  ideas  in 
his  films,  but  in  managing  to  get  money  to 
make  them.  None  of  these  films  had  “hit” 


written  on  them.  Simple,  outright  porn 
would  have  been  easier  to  market.  A  good 
story — not  gay,  not  porn — would  have  been 
easier  to  sell  to  straight  audiences.  But  Artie 
managed  to  find  people  who  believed  in 
him  and  his  talent,  and  he  always  believed 
that  there  was  an  audience  who  would  be 
willing — along  with  him — to  expand  their 
notions  of  what  was  acceptable  in  “gay 
movies.”  Independent  filmmaking  is  very 
difficult.  The  cost  is  prohibitive  for  all  but 
the  very  well-off'(or  the  very  frugal)  to  at¬ 
tempt.  Artie’s  technique  was  so  tight  and  so 
well-planned  that  he  could  make  the  most 
of  the  little  money  he  had  and  use  it  to  its 
best  effect. 

In  1983  Artie  released  his  most  technical¬ 
ly  complicated  and  daring  film  to  date. 
Abuse  was  the  story  of  a  young  gay 
teenager  who  is  physically  and  emotionally 
abused  by  his  parents.  He  meets  a  27-year- 
old  gay  man  who  works  on  an  “abuse 
hotline”  and  who  is  making  a  documentary 
on  battered  children.  Eventually,  the  two 
become  involved  sexually.  There  were  two 
shocking  facts  about  this  film.  The  first  was 
that  audiences  had  to  decide  if  it  was  better 
for  an  underaged  boy  to  stay  with  parents 
who  are  abusing  him  or  to  run  off  with  his 
gay  lover.  The  second  was  that  Bressan 
showed  the  physical  violence  in  graphic,  un¬ 
nerving,  and  sometimes  agonizing  terms. 
The  scene  where  the  parents  burn  their  son 
with  lit  cigarettes  is  almost  unwatchable. 
Abuse  received  more  press  than  any  other 
Bressan  film.  Both  critics  and  audiences 
(many  of  whom  would  never  think  about 
going  to  see  Passing  Strangers  or  Forbidden 
Letters — a  fact  that  always  irked  Artie) 
were  taking  note  of  his  work  and  his  career. 
What  most  people  did  not  realize  was  that 
Abuse  was  very  close  to  its  director’s  heart 
— and  life.  Although  there  are  certainly  fic¬ 
tional  elements  in  the  story,  Abuse  is  to  a 
large  degree  autobiographical;  a  fact  which 
had  to  be  hidden  to  protect  both  Bressan 
and  the  young  man. 

Filming  Abuse  was  exhausting  for 
Bressan  and  the  next  year  he  welcomed  an 
assignment  to  direct  and  edit  Pleasure 
Beach,  a  porn  film  being  produced  by 
Richard  Lawrence  which  had  run  into  trou¬ 
ble  in  mid-production.  Although  it  wasn’t 
his  story  and  not  quite  his  style— all  blonds 
and  little  subtext — Artie  finished  the  movie 
while  making  substantial  changes  in  its  tone 
and  the  characterizations.  The  film  went  on 
to  win  seven  awards  at  the  Los  Angeles  Gay 
Film  Festival.  And  while  Pleasure  Beach  is 
nowhere  near  as  innovative  as  Forbidden 
Letters  or  Passing  Strangers,  it  does  bear 
the  marks  of  a  Bressan  production.  Artie 
always  said  that  his  “dream  as  a  porno¬ 
grapher  is  to  make  the  great  gay  porn  film 
by  integrating  sex,  story  and  plot.  Then  we 
won’t  have  to  drop  the  story  to  start  the 
sex,  and  the  sex  to  start  the  plot.  This  has 
always  been  the  acceptable  form,  but  I  want 
to  drag  porn,  screaming  as  it  were,  into  the 
real  movie  world,  where  there  is  one  unity 


Artie 
Bresson's 
visions  of 
sex, 

community 
and  politics 
will  always 
be  with  us  in 
the  legacy  of 
his  films 

■  By  Michael  Bronski 


of  experience.” 

In  1985  Artie  had  another  chance  to  work 
on  his  pornographic  dream  with  Daddy 
Dearest.  Richard  Locke  is  making  a  porno 
film  and  begins  to  fall  in  love  with  his  star 
until  he  realizes  that  he  is  having  trouble 
separating  real  sex  from  reel  sex,  and  his 
fantasies  from  reality.  The  film  touched  on 
the  theme  which  Artie  had  always  ad¬ 
dressed — the  unity  of  experience — and  he 
felt  particularly  close  to  the  filmmaker’s 
dilemma  of  artistic  anxiety  and  the  separa¬ 
tion  of  craft  from  art,  emotions  from  life. 
Daddy  Dearest  did  fairly  well  at  the  box  of¬ 
fice  and  with  that  money— along  with  the 
funds  he  received  from  selling  Strangers 
and  Letters  to  a  video  company  at  a  very 
low  fee  (pornography  is  never  very  pro¬ 
fitable  for  the  filmmaker,  no  matter  how 
lucrative  it  may  be  for  the  distributor),  he 
began  filming  Buddies,  his  response  to  the 
AIDS  crisis. 

Between  living  in  San  Francisco  and  New 
York  City  Artie  had  lost  too  many  friends 
for  him  not  to  do  a  film  about  AIDS.  It 
took  him  five  days  to  write  Buddies  and 
then  only  a  few  weeks  to  film  and  edit  it. 
Many  of  the  actors  accepted  a  delayed 
salary  (based  on  the  film’s  success)  simply 
because  they  believed  in  it.  Buddies  is  about 
more  than  the  epidemic.  Robert  is  a  gay  ac¬ 
tivist  who  is  dying  of  AIDS,  David  is  a 
young  gay  man  with  little  interest  in  politics 
who  has  decided  to  be  a  “buddy”  and  visit 
Robert.  While  the  plot  of  the  film  details 
their  evolving  relationship — yes,  they  do 
end  up  having  sex — the  movie’s  main  con¬ 
cern  is  the  conflict  between  old-style  gay  ac¬ 
tivists  and  men  from  post-Stonewall  era 
who  feel  that  all  of  the  battles  have  been 
fought  and  that  freedom  is  here  for  the  tak¬ 
ing.  It  is  no  surprise,  given  Bressan’s  life 
and  concerns,  that  David  becomes 
radicalized  and  politicized  by  his  relation¬ 
ship  with  Robert.  Of  all  his  films  Buddies  is 
Bressan’s  most  complex,  mature  and  in¬ 
tegrated.  It  did  not  have  as  much  sex  in  it  as 
he  would  have  like — not  so  much  due  to  the 
restraints  of  the  story  but  rather  time, 
energy  and  money  which  prevented  him 
from  adding  more  erotica  to  the  film — yet  it 
spoke  openly  about  issues  Artie  felt  had  to 
be  addressed,  especially  the  sexual  feelings 
and  rights  of  people  with  AIDS. 

If  there  is  a  predominant  theme  in  all  of 
Artie’s  films,  it  is  the  necessity  and  healing 
power  of  sexuality.  An  active  cruiser  and 
sexual  libertarian,  he  was  always  aware  of 
the  importance  sexuality  had  in  his  own  life. 
His  attempts  to  integrate  it  into  his  films, 
his  characters’  lives,  and  his  own  life,  was 
an  ongoing  process  which,  I  suspect,  he 
felt,  even  at  the  end,  was  unfinished.  Artie 
was  always  filled  with  opinions.  Some  were 
fascinating— he  could  totally  convince  you 
'that  Frank  Capra’s  Sicillian  background  in¬ 
formed  all  of  his  films,  an  argument  which 
he  backed  by  going  over  each  film  scene  by 
(scene.  Others  were,  to  say  the  least,  odd — 
such  as  his  insistence  that  Jeanette 


MacDonald  was  the  greatest  soprano  of  the 
twentieth  century.  His  love  of  movies  and 
music  were  as  vast  as  his  capacity  to  enjoy 
life.  For  him  sex  and  politics  were  the  same 
thing.  He  was  annoyed  when  people  would 
bring  up  his  awards,  mention  the  fact  that 
he  was  invited  twice  to  the  Berlin  Film 
Festival  (once  for  Forbidden  Letters  and 
again  for  Abuse)  and  call  his  films 
“erotica”  in  an  attempt  to  avoid  the  label 
“pornographer.”  He  was  proud  of  all  of 
his  work.  Any  attempt  to  be  less  than  who 
you  are  was  cheating,  an  avoidance, 
especially  if  it  had  to  do  with  gayness  and 
sexuality.  Just  as  Abuse  was  getting  a  lot  of 
press,  and  the  pressure  to  downplay  his 
other  films  was  strong,  he  said:  “I  think 
that  gay  male  pornography  is  very  impor¬ 
tant.  I  have  never  been  ashamed  to  put  my 
name  on  one  of  my  films.  But  it  is  only  part 
of  a  larger  picture — so  to  speak.  I’ve  tried 
to  show  the  world  as  I  see  it — in  a  porn 
film,  a  documentary,  or  any  other  film.  I 
would  like  to  see — and  try  to  make — better 
porno.  The  better  the  porno,  the  more  peo¬ 
ple  will  respond  to  it.  It’s  the  same  for  all 
movies.” 

Artie  was  always  ambivalent  about  his 
role  as  a  gay  artist.  He  was  proud  of  what 
he  created  but  was  concerned  that  he  would 
place  himself  outside  of,  perhaps  even 
above,  the  gay  community  he  loved.  He 
tried  to  find  ways  to  integrate  himself  and 
his  art  more  thoroughly  into  the  communi¬ 
ty,  to  make  it  seamless,  an  integral  whole. 
The  first  and  last  image  of  Buddies  is  a 
computer  print  out  of  all  the  people  who 
have  died  of  AIDS.  It  is  at  once  brilliant, 
frightening  and  powerful.  Now  Artie’s 
name  is  on  that  list.  Life  and  art  have  merg¬ 
ed  for  him,  once  again,  and  I  think  that  he 
would  be  pleased  by  the  irony  of  the  whole 
thing.  He  would,  of  course,  want  to  be 
remembered  for  his  work — especially  Bud¬ 
dies — but  he  also  would  insist  on  being 
remembered  as  just  another  member  of  the 
gay  community. 

Michael  Bronski  was  friends  with  Artie 
Bressan  for  ten  years.  The  quotes  in  this  ar¬ 
ticle  were  taken  from  his  interviews  with  the 
filmmaker  during  that  time. 


1977:  Goy  USA, 
a  documentary 
of  gay  pride 
marches  filmed 
in  six  cities,  is 
edited  and 
released  in  a 
matter  of 
weeks. 


1979:  Forbidden 
Letters, 
Bresson's 
second  feature 
length  porno 
film  garners 
reviews  in  both 
gay  and 
straight  papers. 


1983:  Abuse, 
one  of  the  only 
films  to  ever 
deal  with  the 
abuse  of  gay 
teens  by  their 
parents,  plays 
in  major  cities 
and  opens  to 
critical  raves. 


1984:  Pleasure 
Beach  wins 
seven  awards 
at  the  Los 
Angeles  Gay 
Film  Festival. 


1985:  Buddies, 
the  first 
dramatic  film 
about  AIDS,  is 
released. 
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Who  Hears  an  Orton 


Continued from  page  7 
time  to  be  provoked  into  thinking 
seriously  about  social  conflict  and 
chaotic  times  we  live  in,  I  recom¬ 
mend  these  two  fine  examples  of 
British  wit.  If,  after  seeing  The  Er- 
pingham  Camp  you  are  curious  to 


learn  more  about  Joe  Orton, 
check  out  Prick  Up  Your  Ears  his 
biography  written  by  John  Lahr 
(now  also  a  movie)  or  The  Orton 
Diaries  edited  by  John  Lahr. 


In  last  week’s  issue  we 
reported  that  the  Southern 
California  Regional  Support 
Committee  of  the  National 
March  on  Washington  was 
censured  for  its  failure  to 
adhere  to  official  March  policy 
on  printed  literature.  The  story 


Correction  - 

should  have  stated  that  the 
region  was  censured  because  its 
literature  did  not  include  the 
entire  text  of  the  demand  to 
end  racism  in  this  country  and 
apartheid  in  South  Africa. 

Also  in  that  story,  Sarah 
Holmes  should  have  been 


quoted  as  saying,  “It’s  more  a 
public  embarrassment  than 
punitive  in  the  sense  that  it 
doesn’t  stop  them  from 
organizing,  or  cut  off  any 
March  resources.” 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores,  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc.,  ere.,  etc _ (area  codes  &  zip  codes  loo!) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10. 


\^cation  ^atio/7 


Open  Year  Round 
Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


Gabriel  B roofer  innkeeper 


(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


5  STANDISH  ST., 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 

THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

X  OPEN  YEAR  ROUND  X 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 

H 

Your  Hosts 

Martin  Bettencourt  •  Todd  Theriot 
Dennis  Balog 

PROVINCETOWN.  MA  02657  (617)  487-1319 


Lady  Jane's  Inn 

•  Spacious  rooms  with  private  baths 

•  Separate  outside  entrances 

•  Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

•  Hospitality  porch  for  lounging,  barbecuing 

•  Free  parking,  airport  pick-up 

•  Conveniently  and  centrally  located 

•  Newly  constructed  in  1986 

•  Woman  owned  and  operated 


7  Central  Street  Provincetown,  MA  02657  617-487-3387 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 


Extend  your  tan  in 

KEY  WEST 


$379  includes  air  &  4  nights  double 
occupancy,  per  person.  Longer  stays 
available. 


We 

cHi^hlands  c7nw 
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P.O.  Box  118G 
Valley  View  Lane 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574 
Innkeepers: 
Judi  &  Grace 
(603)  869-3978 


New  England's 
Biggest  and  Best 
Gay  Inn 


SEE  OUR  CLASSIFIED  AD 


Greenhorn 
Vann 

RFD  Box  2260,  Exist  Hardwick,  VT  05836 
(802)  533-7772 

Small  —  Personalized  — 

Friendly  —  AND  we’re 
WOMEN-ONLY! 

Gourmet  vegetarian  cuisine,  horseback  riding, 

gorgeous  Fall  foliage.  ’  OPEN  YEAR  ’ROUND 

a  new  free 
service  to 
Provincetown 

let  us  take  care  of  all 
your  reservation  needs 

Provincetown 

Reservation 

System 


call  collect  617  487-2400 
toll-free  800  543-4318 


Carnival  ’87 

August  19-26 

Make  your  reservations  now  ! 


NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women’s  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas. 
N.  &  S.  Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi,  Missouri.  New 
Mexico,  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee. 
Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware,  District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland/ 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Rhode  Island.  Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station, 
NY,  NY  10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial.  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope.  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books,  598A  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 
1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayekow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


mm? 
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CATING!  v  MAGAZINE /%,  4/ 
—Arthur  FrledmanV  1986  .XiC/*cJJv 
Boston  Herald  ^ - 

“HILARIOUS!” 


PUNCH, 
PIZZAZZ, 
SMASHING 
MATERIAL!” 

—Joyce  Kulhawik, 
WBZ-TV 

“FABULOUS.  .  .WELL 
WORTH  A  SECOND 
VISIT!  GET  THEE  TO 
THIS  PARODY!” 

-LI so  Karlin,  WCVB-TV 

"A  WICKED  DELIGHT! 

—Kevin  Kelly,  Boston  Globe 

357-8384 


T£RRfcC€  ROOM 
K  BOSTON  PlARk  PlAZh 


TEN  PERCENT 

RE 


WORDS  AND  T  MUSIC  BY 


TOM  WILSON  WEINBERG 

GIFFORD  HOUSE  CABARET 

PROVINCETOWN 

nightly  at  5:oo  PN  (except  Tuesdays) 


Through 
September  7 

Reservations: 

(617)  487-0688 

Thursday, 

August  20th 
SPECIAL  PRE¬ 
CARNIVAL 
PARADE  SHOW 
7:00  PM 
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Pressure  to  Lie  Forced  Hiam’s  Resignation 

Continued from  page  3 


have  been  wondering,  "Where  did 
this  government  bureaucrat  get  his 
awareness  of  AIDS  and  les¬ 
bian  /gay  issues?” 

There’ve  been  a  fair  amount 
of  questions  about  that.  .  .  .  You 
know  I  was  born  with  a  silver 
spoon  in  my  mouth.  I’ve  always 
been  wealthy.  I  just  inherited  the 
money.  There’s  been  questions 
about  why  would  somebody 
who’s  never  been  discriminated 
against  or  had  to  struggle  in  a 
physical  sense  have  concern  for 
others  that  don’t  have  the  same 
circumstances.  There  have  been 
rumors  in  the  industry  as  to 
whether  or  not  I’ve  had  a  family 
member  fired  by  the  industry  and 
there  have  been  a  good  number  of 
rumors  going  around  [about 
whether]  1  have  a  child  that  has 
AIDS.  Or  am  I  gay  myself. 

I  got  a  call  from  one  of  the 
trade  press,  not  insurance  but 
business  press.  .  .  .  This  woman 
called  me  up  and  said,  ‘I’m  very 
embarrassed  to  ask  you  this  but  1 
have  to  ask  you.  Do  you  have  any 
friends  that  are  gay?’  And  I 
blurted  out  and  I  never  should 
have — I  said,  ‘Not  that  I  know 
of.’  But  1  should  never  have  told 
her.  It’s  none  of  her  business.  Fur- 

Dobson 

Continued  from  page  1 

tempted  to  recant  all  or  part  of 
their  earlier  statements  about  Dob¬ 
son.  The  older  boy  was  manacled 
and  in  leg  irons,  and  the  younger 
boy  was  threatened  in  juvenile 
court  with  similar  treatment  if  he 
did  not  “behave,”  according  to 
the  transcripts. 

Dobson’s  attorney,  Elizabeth 
Lunt,  told  Judge  Woodlock  in  the 
federal  hearing,  “These  boys  are 
being  punished  with  jail  for  non¬ 
cooperation  and  the  key  to  their 
freedom  is  theirs  only  if  they  give 
testimony  sought  by  the  prosecu¬ 
tion.  Such  testimony  is  irrevocably 
tainted  and  its  impartiality  is 
forever  affected.” 

When  Woodlock  asked  about 
the  possibility  of  foster  care 
placements  for  the  boys  in  Puerto 
Rico,  Lunt  said  there  were  alter¬ 
natives  to  incarceration  in  either 
Puerto  Rico  or  Massachusetts. 

The  next  hearing  in  the  case  will 
be  on  September  9. 

John  Mitzel,  of  the  Committee 
for  Civil  Liberties  and  Sexual 
Freedom,  said  “Dobson’s  case  is 
typical  of  those  generated  by 
police  and  prosecutors  trained  in 
FBI  workshops.  Existing  gay  and 
lesbian  legal  groups  avoid  these 
cases,  yet  we  believe  all  gay  men 
and  lesbians  having  contact  with 
adolescents  face  increased  risk.” 

CCLSF,  formed  in  response  to 
Dobson’s  case  and  others  like  it  in 
Boston,  is  seeking  meetings  with  ! 
prosecutor  Via,  DSS  and  other 
agencies  responsible  for  holding 
the  two  Puerto  Rican  boys. 

“We  want  to  know  exactly  how 
and  where  these  young  men  are  be¬ 
ing  held  and  why.  We  want  to 
insure  they  have  genuine  indepen¬ 
dent  counsel.  They  are  being 
treated  like  criminals,  not  like  the 
victims  the  government  claims,” 
Mitzel  said. 

CCLSF  can  be  reached  at  P.O. 
Box  593,  Boston,  MA  02199. 

powjjtoWM 
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Brunch 

*  *  * 

— Boston  Herald  [ 


thermore,  how  do  I  know?  Then  I 
felt  embarrassed  about  having 
said  that.  Then  she  said  to  me,  ‘I 
hate  to  ask  you  this  question  but  I 
have  to.’  I  said,  ‘Go  on,  what  is 
it?’  She  said,  ‘Are  you  gay?’  I 
said,  ‘That’s  an  impertinant  ques¬ 
tion.  I  don’t  have  to  tell  you  about 
my  sex  life.  That’s  none  of  your 
business.’  Then  she  reported  that  I 
refused  to  say  whether  or  not  I 
was  gay.  That  was  how  she  handl¬ 
ed  that. 

I  guess  the  person  who  is 
responsible  for  my  caring  about 
other  people  is  my  mother.  She 
was  somebody  that  1  only  knew  as 
a  little  child.  She  died  when  I  was 
nine.  But  she  had  a  very  strong 
social  commitment.  During  the 
First  World  War,  she  went  off  to 
France  to  nurse  troops  at  the 
front.  She  had  no  practical  reason 
to  do  that.  .  .  .  She  was  born  with 
a  silver  spoon  in  her  mouth. 

I’m  not  claiming  that  1  have  a 
perfect  understanding  of  my 
fellow  citizens.  But  I’ve  lived  long 
enough  to  see  a  number  of  areas  in 
which  people  are  basically  getting 
screwed  in  society.  I  feel  very 
strongly  that’s  what  government  is 
there  to  stop.  I  think  it  comes 
down  to:  how  do  you  look  at  your 
fellow  citizens.  Do  we  see 
ourselves  basically  as  being 
brothers  and  sisters  and  sons  and 
daughters  and  parents —  as  one 
big  family?  With  differences  to  be 
sure,  as  in  a  family,  but  with  the 


things  that  bind  us  together  being 
much  greater  than  the  dif¬ 
ferences?  To  me  the  difference 
between  being  heterosexual  or  gay 
is  very,  very  minor  compared  to 
the  things  that  make  us  similar. 

At  the  time  of  the  second 
GCN  interview  with  Hiam,  he  was 
preparing  to  leave  for  a  vacation 
the  following  day.  His  longterm 
plans  are  uncertain: 

What  I’d  like  to  do  would  be 
in  government,  and  I  can’t  be  in 
government — the  state  govern¬ 
ment  for  obvious 

reasons.  .  .  .  I’m  sure  there  are 
very  good  things  going  down  in 
some  parts  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment,  but  I  think  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration  is  a  disaster  and  I 
wouldn’t  want  to  be  associated 
with  it  on  any  responsible  level. 

I  think  [I’ll  do  something]  in 
the  public  sector.  I  mean  concern¬ 
ing  the  public  sector,  not  in  the 
public  sector.  But  what,  I  don’t 
know.  I’ll  see  if  I  might  join  one 
of  the  university  faculties. 

Running  for  office  is  out  of 
the  question: 

I’m  in  my  middle  50s  now.  It 
would  be  one  thing  if  you  had  that 
bent  when  you  were  younger — my 
son’s  age  or  something.  But  at  my 
age,  it’s  too  short  a  career  path, 
there’s  not  enough  time.  And 
secondly,  I  don’t  think  I’d  be 
good  at  that.  But  I  look  at  suc¬ 
cessful  politicians  and  I  look  at 
myself  and  we’re  pretty  dissimilar. 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 


by  appointment 

267-7573 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HtV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

*  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  l.esbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  *  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 


HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA 


02115 


=  15  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY = 

•  quality  care  *  research  •  health  education  * 

•  confidential  • 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Shyness 

•Difficulties  in  meeting  new  people 
•Anxiety  about  forming  relationships 

We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in 
detail,  and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward 
specific  goals. 

Our  Licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  more  information  call  262-9116. 


Information-Evaiuation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted 


bo 


Boston _ Danvers 

behavior  45  Newbury  St.  5  Elm  St. 

associates  262  9,66  774-°142 


Cambridge 


51  Brattle  St. 


nr.  Arlington  T 
Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 

Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


ACUPUNCTURE 

Ronald  Kelter 

Registered  Acupuncturist 

•Needle  and  needleless 
techniques 

•Isolated  or  disposable 
needles  used 

Acupuncture  Associates  of  Cambridge 
843  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Central  Square,  Cambridge 
(617)  491-4410 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 
Boston,  MA  02109 


Orleans/Bewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


Telephone: 
(617)  262-5223 


Agoraphobia  Treatment 
and  Research  Center  of 
New  England 
264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Laurie  A.  Livingston,  Ed.D. 
Licensed  Psychologist 

Specializing  in: 

agoraphobia  •  panic  disorder  •  simple  fears  and  phobias 
•  depression  •  stress  disorders  •  social  anxiety  • 


634  MASS.  AVE.,  CAMBRIDGE 


491-4110 


LET  US  HELP 
YOU  PREPARE 
RESUMES,  NEWSLETTERS, 

BROCHURES,  BOOKS,  TABLOIDS,  CAMPAIGN  LITERATURE, 
CONFERENCE  LITERATURE,  FORMS,  FLYERS,  MENUS,  RATE  CARDS, 
ANNUAL  REPORTS,  LETTERHEADS,  ENVELOPES,  BUSINESS  CARDS, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS,  ETC. 
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VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 
ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
in  Practice  Since  '1 975 


General  Practice 

'Family  Law 
•Real  Estate  Transfers 
•Consumer/Small 
Business 


Employment 

•Discrimination 
•Unemployment 
’Worker's  Comp. 


52  Western  Ave.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


The  World  Seems  So  Dangerous 

that  you’re  afraid  to  leave  home.  You  panic  in 
crowds  and  strange  places.  The  anxiety  is  so  bad 
that  you  would  do  anything  to  avoid  it. 

Help  is  available. 


South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 


J  &  S  Automotive 


BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 


It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  all  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up,  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  sometimes 
it's  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S  has 
been  Boston's  hippest  garage  for  years  and 
years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it's  also 
been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn’t  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never  cheated 
anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the  years  they 
kept  learning  new  makes  and  new  techni¬ 
ques,  and  now  can  repair  about  anything. 
Their  speciality  is  still  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of  depen¬ 
dability.  But  they're  ready  for  anything  and 
did  most  of  the  work  on  the  antique  vehicles 
for  the  movie  "The  Brinks  Job." 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  "Best  of  Boston," 
Fall  1980, 


Newbury 
Veterinary  Clinic 
Bruce  R.  Weiner,  V.M.D. 

272  Huntington  A v., 
Boston  ,M  A  02115 

Located  Near  Symphony  Station 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


Surprising 

Myself 

Christopher  Bram 

Donald  I.  Fine,  New  York,  1987 

$19.95,  424  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Donald  Stone 

Going  on  a  long  weekend  to  the 
shore?  In  Surprising  Myself, 
Christopher  Bram  has  produced 
an  obligingly  long,  easy-to-read 
story  that  you  just  may  want  to 
pack  with  the  tanning  lotion. 

At  the  center  of  the  plot:  Joel,  a 
very  young  man,  and  his  process 
of  self-discovery.  It  includes, 
among  the  unexpected  surprises 
he  must  encounter,  the  fact  that 
he  is  gay  and,  sometime  later,  the 
fact  that  he  enjoys  sleeping 
around  outside  his  relationship. 
What  saves  this  novel  from 
becoming  nothing  more  than  the 
repetition  of  the  pulp  plot  of  man 
meets  man,  man  prefers  men,  is 
Bram’s  decision  to  construct  his 
story  around  the  parallel  fortunes 
of  Joel’s  relationship  and  his 
sister’s  marriage.  As  a  result  Bram 
can  underscore  the  refreshing 
observation  that  success  and 
failure  in  human  relationships  are 
not  determined  by  the  sex  of  one’s 
partner.  At  the  same  time,  he 
deepens  his  portrait  of  Joel  by  al¬ 
lowing  the  character  to  feel 
superior  to  his  sister  in  matters, 
that,  in  truth,  have  unpleasant 
equivalents  in  his  own  household. 

Despite  this  crafted  structure 
and  some  quite  funny  moments, 
such  as  when  the  old  queen  Sid 
discovers  that  his  promiscuity 
makes  him  politically  correct  (we 
are  in  the  ’70s),  Surprising  Myself 
surprised  this  reviewer  by  proving 
to  be  so  very  forgettable.  When 
the  last  chapter  ends,  no  moments 
in  Joel’s  424-page  saga  linger  with 
the  energy  of  Sid  relating  to  Joel 
the  joy  of  being  a  role  model: 
“And  there  I  was,  Liberte  with 
bare  tits,  like  in  that  painting, 
leading  young  children  on  to 
freedom,  liberation  and  wild  pro¬ 
miscuity.”  Sid  stands  out  in  the 
novel  because  the  correspondence 
between  words  and  person  is  so 
perfect.  Elsewhere,  Bram  imposes 
upon  the  life  of  a  man  from  age  19 
to  23  a  style  and  drama  more  ap¬ 
propriate  for  someone  much 
older. 

Potentially  the  revealing  por¬ 
trait  of  the  early  stages  of  a  young 
person’s  homosexuality,  Surpris¬ 
ing  Myself  in  truth  leaps  over 
those  initial  years.  (It  is  quite 
symptomatic  that  Bram  gives  no 
description  of  Joel’s  first  sexual 
encounter  and  later  allows  Joel  to 
recollect  the  moment  in  minimal 
detail  only.)  At  the  same  time,  the 
style  moves  back  and  forth  bet¬ 
ween  the  characters’  real  age  and 
the  adult  drama  that  interests 
Bram.  We  are  occasionally  re¬ 
minded  of  the  relative  innocence 
of  the  gay  couple.  Of  his  confes¬ 
sion  to  his  lover:  “I’d  like  you  in¬ 
side  me,”  Joel  observes,  “That 
was  our  language  for  it;  neither  of 
us  liked  the  word  fuck. ...  It  was 
not  so  much  a  sex  act  as  a  symbol 
for  us.”  Other  times,  Joel  speaks 
with  the  voice  of  a  man  twice  his 
age:  “If  only  my  life  had  been 
scored  like  an  opera,  with  music 
announcing  every  change  of  heart, 

I  might  not  have  missed  so 
much.” 

The  desire  of  the  author  to  raise 
difficult  questions  about  relation¬ 
ships  that  involve  individuals  who 
differ  in  temperament,  exper¬ 
ience,  and  sexual  orientation  is 
everywhere  evident  in  these  pages. 
Less  clear,  however,  is  Bram’s 
success  in  finding  a  convincing 
vehicle  for  his  subject.  It  remains 
a  concern  in  search  of  a  plot. 

— Donald  Stone 
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UASSTF 


PERSONALS 


Well  traveled  prof  F,  43.  witty  and 
worldly,  seeks  companion  for  dinners, 
movies  conversation,  maybe  more  No 
drugs  or  alcohol.  776-8934. _ (9) 

THOREAU  TYPE  GWM  MID  AGE 
Seeks  similar  independent  person 
relocatable  to  idylic  remote  area.  In¬ 
terests  must  include  self  suffiency, 
honesty,  value  of  quality  of  life  over 
monetary  gain.  Box  238 _ (7) 

Curious  55  yr  old  WM  would  like  to 
meet  you  at  your  place  to  give  and/or 
receive  whatever  you  wish.  I  am 
especially  interested  in  learning  oral 
arts.  Box  239. _ (8) 

COUPLE  NEW  TO  AREA 
MY  lover  &  I  just  moved  to  Reading, 
(MA).  We  are  both  26,  professional  .  In¬ 
terested  in  meeting  other  gay  couples 
in  the  area  for  dinner,  movies, 
theater  ,  friendship.  Write  Box  237.  (7) 

NEED  ASSISTANCE 
F/L/36/single  re-locating  to  Cape-Cod 
area  from  So.  Calif.  ASAP  need  a  room 
to  rent  or  rmate  (smker  and  1  cat).  My 
profession  is  property  mgmt  & 
maintenance  Also  interested  in  job  op¬ 
portunities.  If  you  can  help,  please 
write  to:  Suzanne,  PP  Box  4742  Garden 
Grove,  Calif.  92642. _ (7) 

LESBIAN  PERCUSSION  GROUP~~ 

What  was  your  name?  Bacculata 
Belles-  you  were  at  Pride  Day  &  you 
were  great.  I’d  love  to  start  a  NH  branch 
maybe  for  lesbians  &  gay  men.  Could 
any  of  you  help?  Is  anyone  else  into 
this.  As  a  start,  write  to  me:  Beth,  Box 
157,  Stratham,  NH  03885. _  (6) 

LOVEABLE  CAT  SEEKS  HOME 
Laid-back  five-year-old  male  cat  needs 
a  new  home  ASAP  call  Ellen  266-0629  w 
or  739-5157  h. _ (7) 

GM.  married,  prof,  36,  athletic,  hand¬ 
some,  discreet,  hairy,  visits  Boston  Sep 
9-11.  Looking  for  guy  to  run  with,  etc! 
Jack  C.  13563  NW  Cornell  #169, 
Portland,  OR  97229.  (6) 

Care  for  a  little  summer  romance?  LF, 
35,  sks  lite,  uncomplicated  fling.  Gd 
sense  of  humor,  warm  heart,  god  looks, 
and  tired  of  dyke  drama.  I  like  theatre, 
biking,  traveling,  and  dancing.  Wanna 
play.  Hurry!  The  summer's  almost 
over, .  „  Box  235. _ (6) 

GAY  AND  LOOKING  — READ  ON 
JL  40  +  attractive,  ambitious,  active,  in¬ 
telligent,  likes  outdoors  (tennis,  biking, 
skiing),  enjoys  music,  dancing,  dining, 
travel.  Independent  yet  wants  honest 
communication.  Fun-loving,  seeks 
warm,  affectionate  partner  ready  for 
committed  relationship.  Box  236.  (7) 

RUA  capable  houseboy?  Working  kid  or 
student  who  is  cute,  18-22  N2safe  sex 
only!  Own  room,  tv,  vcr,  air  etc!  Call  for 
further  details  (Boston  home)  265-3595. 
_ (?) 

Trnsplntd  to  NYC,  I  long  4  comfort  of 
New  Eng.  U:  over  35  masc  romantic  car¬ 
ing;  dom  aggres  Ivlheaded;  clnshvn; 
smooth  upr  arms  shldrs  bck.  To  the 
world  we're  equals,  a  team;  in  b.r.  you 
thrive  on  being  in  charge.  Me:  39,  6-190, 
clnshvn,  somewhat  hairy  —  depndbl, 
hnst  dwn-to  earth;  gd  sense  humor;  en¬ 
joy  walks  talks  movies  plays  animals 
travel;  no  interest  drugs  disco  drink  par¬ 
tying.  Full  safest  sex  guidelines.  Let's 
write  call  visit.  Chrstphr  POB  64  Bklyn 
NY  11215. _ (10) 

PARACHUTIST 

SEEKS  PARTNERS 

to  work  thru  "what  color  is  your 
parachute?”  No  experience  required 
but  should  be  serious.  Box  233. _ (7) 

Clncut,  clnshavn,  working  GWM  18-26 
or  studnt  wntd  as  houseboy/even  lover! 
Own  lux  room,  cable  TV,  air,  fone,  off 
street  prkng,  ww  on  MBTA  line  (Bost). 
No  smokng,  Abs  safe  sex!  436-4533. 
Bob. _ (17) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks.  Swimmers.  Athletes.  Outcalls 
now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$60  +  /hr.  Work  in  any  city.)  Call  Scott  at 
215-668-8898. _ (8) 


FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 

DIAL  1-550-9036 

Group  and  Private 
Conversation. 

Community  Interest 
Programming 
Exclusively 
for  Womfln 

AMONG  FRIENDS 

FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 
1-550-9036 

.20  Istmln./.lOea.  min. 
evenings  8pm- 11pm 


HELP  WANTED 


HELP  WANTED 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

Patient  Services  Clerk 

Dependable,  organized,  enthusiastic,  &  personable  per¬ 
son  for  patient  services  department.  FT  with  benefits. 
Call  David  at  267-0900. 

Unit  Coordinator— Full  time:  Challenging  job  performing 
reception  duties  at  busy  health  center  serving  gay  and 
lesbian  clientele.  Good  telephone  manner  and  organiza¬ 
tional  ability  important. 

Medical  Records  Coordinator/Unit  Coordinator:  Full  time 
position  combining  medical  records  and  reception  work. 
Medical  records  experience  helpful;  good  telephone 
manner  important. 

Call  Heather  or  Nancy  at  (617)  267-7573. 

Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer  =- 
FCHC  93  Mass.  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02115 
267-0900 


HELP  WANTED _ 

PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANTS 
(2  Part-time  positions) 

Personal  Care  Assistants  for  disabled 
writer.  2  positions  available:  Mon-Fri. 
6-8;  and  2  or  3  weekends/month,  10 
hours/wkend,  split  shift.  No  lifting 
necessary,  but  prefer  those  with 
strength.  Experience  preferred  but  not 
necessary.  Will  train,  but  need  reliable, 
quick,  committed  assistants.  Must  own 
car  or  live  in  JP  area.  Cooking  skills 
needed.  Cal  232-5956  (eves  ).  Let  phone 
ring- _ (C) 

HOUSE  MANAGER 

Full-time  position  in  residential 
substance  abuse  treatment  program. 
Small  client  cas-load.  Supervise  resi¬ 
dent  activities,  insure  adequate  house 
supplies.  Supervise  site  maintenance. 
Experience  in  residential  substance 
abuse  treatment  required.  Recovering 
person  must  have  minimum  2  years 
drug-free.  Resumes  to  Personnel.  P.O. 
Box  251,  East  Boston,  MA  02128.  Affir¬ 
mative  Action/Equal  opportunity 
Employer.  M/F. _ (6) 

The  March  on  Washington  Committee 
is  looking  for  4  women  to  run  a  table  at 
the  New  England  Women’s  Music 
Retreat  for  the  October  March  on 
Washington.  Call  426-5606  and  leave 
your  name  and  number. _ (6) 


HELP  WANTED 

PROMO  HOMO  WANTED 

GCN  needs  one  (or  more)  volunteer(s)  to 
spend  a  few  hours  each  week  helping 
with  our  promotional  outreach  for  the 
March  on  Washington.  Light  “office" 
type  duties.  Fun,  friendly  environment. 
Come  on,  you'd  be  great  at  it!  Call 
Catherine  or  Dan  at  (61 7)  426-4469.  (C) 

STAFF  EDITOR 

Radical  America,  independent 
Socialist-Feminist  journal,  in  20th  year, 
seeks  person  with  political  experience, 
writing,  business,  promotion  skills.  Col¬ 
lectively  run.  32  hrs/wk,  full  health,  pd. 
vac.  People  of  color  encouraged  to  app¬ 
ly.  Inquiries  by  mid-Sept.  to  Radical 
America,  Box  G,  1  Summer  St.  Somer- 
ville,  MA  02143. _ (7) 

BE  THE  FIRST  TO  KNOW  DIRT 
...about  Boston  events  of  interest  to  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men,  be  a  part  of  your 
community  lesbian  and  gay,  anti-racist, 
feminist  newspaper  and  get  your  name 
in  print.  Yes,  you  too  can  be  a  GCN 
volunteer  newswriter.  Write  about  a 
broad  range  of  events  or  pick  your  beat- 
anarchist  queers,  sex  politics,  political 
organizing  by  people  of  color,  electoral 
politics,  AIDS  in  the  Black  community, 
lesbian  activists,  bars  and  anything 
else  you  could  possibly  imagine.  Jour¬ 
nalism  experience  not  required.  Call 
Kim  at  GCN  ,  426-4469. _ (c) 


OFFICE  MANAGER/ 
FUNDRAISER 

Honduras  Information  Center  seeks  ex¬ 
perienced  manager,  strong  fundraising 
and  office  skitls,  experience  in  alter¬ 
native  info/publishing.  Central  America 
issues.  Send  resume  and  writing  sam¬ 
ple  by  August  21  to  HIC,  1  Summer 
Street.  Somerville,  MA  02143.  (617) 
625-7220.  Fulltime,  good  pay,  benefits. 
_ (7) 

SOCIAL  WORKER 

Advocacy/minory  outreach.  Bilingual 
pref’d.  To  work  with  people  w/AIDS  full 
time.  Resume  to:  SWC,  Rl  02908.  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer. _ (8) 

WWWW’W***W*W*i 

PUBLICATIONS 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly. 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V15.21) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs’  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009, _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics,” 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 

SERVICES 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MEXICO 

Yelapa-Puerto  Vallarta.  Mexico  Winter 
Health  Seminars  and  Fitness  Adven¬ 
tures.  Polarity  Certification  CEU's, 
Body-imagery  (women-only)  Scuba- 
Horseback.  Lesbian  owned,  men 
welcome.  Center  for  Traditional 
Medicine.  P.O.  Box  1526,  Cambridge, 
MA  02238.  617-489-3806  V/TTY.  (5) 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

Includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical. Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office 
Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Qaaoon  Street,  frookline  232  1459 


FULL  TIME  COORDINATOR 
MASSACHUSETTS  ANTI  — HUNGER 
COALITION 

Leadership  position,  statewide  ad¬ 
vocacy,  organizing,  coordinating. 
Resume,  letter  to  Hiring  Committee, 
MAHC  C/O  The  Boston  Foodbank,  70 
Amory  ST.  Boston,  MA  02119  by  8/21 .  (7) 

REPRODUCTIVE  HEALTH 
EDUCATION  COORDINATOR 

Responsibilities  include  curricula 
development,  assessment  of  reproduc¬ 
tive  health  needs  and  development  of 
culturally  appropriate  programs  and 
educational  presentations.  Primary 
focus  of  this  position  will  be  Latina 
women’s  health  and  will  involve  work¬ 
ing  closely  with  Latina  groups  and  the 
Latino  community.  Bilingual  ability  in 
Spanish  required.  Background  in 
reproductive  health  education  and/or 
health  care  preferred.  Resume  by  Aug. 
21  to:  Beverly  Smith,  Women's  Health 
Unit,  3rd  FI.,  150  Tremont  St.,  Boston, 
MA  02111. _ (6) 

OFFICE  MANAGER 
WOMAN  OF  POWER  MAGAZINE 
Experience  essential  in  bookkeeping, 
computer  use,  office  management. 
Salary  and  benefits.  Send  resume  and 
letter  to  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
2138,(625-7885).  _ (7) 


Media  Relations 
Specialist 

Conduct  media  relations  as  part  of  a  team.  Write  news 
releases,  press  kits  and  all  other  promotional  tools.  Cover 
assigned  university  authorities,  colleges  and  programs. 
Plan  individually  and  as  part  of  a  team  publicity  cam¬ 
paigns,  media  strategies  and  strategic  planning. 

Bachelor’s  degree  and  2-4  years’  professional 
experience  in  media  relations  and  writing  experience  for 
a  newspaper,  magazine,  trade  publication,  radio  or  televi¬ 
sion  station.  Good  writing  skills  and  organizational 
abilities. 

Send  resumes  to:  Janis  Pryor,  271  Huntington  Plaza, 
Northeastern  University,  360  Huntington  Avenue,  Boston, 
MA  02115.  Northeastern  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/Affir- 
mative  Action,  Title  IX  University. 

Northeastern  University 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE 


APT.. 

ZIP 


PHONE  L 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can't  read  them. 


Category: 

Head 
Lines 


Head 

Lines 


Bold  Headlines: 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


I 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

3.00 

Non-Business  _ 

_ X 

1.50 

Business 

9.00 

Non-Business 

7.00 

Business 

.  X 

1.00 

Non-Business  _ 

_ X 

.75 

TOTAL 

Display (Boxed)Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 


TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  =  _ 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL 
CLASSIFIED  ADS. 

Return  this  form  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


for  21-30  consec.  wks.  15%  = 
for  31  +  consec.  wks.  20%  = 
TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  3.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  6.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ x2.00  = 

TOTAL  = 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

LF  seeks  LF,  28 +  ,  friendly  &  responsi¬ 
ble  to  share  2br  apt  in  Davis  Square, 
9/1.  No  cigs  or  pets.  $260  +  .  628-2939 
betw  9am-7pm, _ (*6) 

DAVIS  SQUARE 

LF.  BiF  seek  one  not  completely 
straight  F  to  shr  beaut  apt.  Big  rms, 
hdwd  firs,  fireplace  and  very  liveable. 
Avail  9/1.  $350  incl  heat.  776-5585  (e); 
423-0650  (d). _ T6) 

2  LF  sk  3rd  for  spacious  sunny  3bdr  Bel¬ 
mont.  Nonsnk,  clean  prefer  veg.  share 
meals  some  friendly,  12  step  welcome. 
Cat  maybe.  We're  in  30’s.  $280  +  ut. 
484-1553. _ (7) 

2  LF  seek  3rd  for  semi-coop  apt.  Cozy, 
political,  with  cat.  $200  incl  heat.  Call 
before  1 1 .30  am  after  5:30  pm. _ (7) 

BIG  SUNNY  VICTORIAN  APT 
LF  sks  LF/GM  for  apt  in  Jones  Hill 
Dorch.  Safe  near  T,  shops,  Idry  etc.  2 
porches,  den,  patio,  cable,  EIK.  Avail 
ASAP  $295  +  .  282-2962  eves. _ (7) 

2  recently  moved  W.  coast  L’s  seek 

roomies  for  2  br  apt  in  J.P.  apt  w/hrwd. 
firs.  Near  T.  We  are  24  +  ,  semi-vegi 
music/art  lovers,  responsible,  neat. 
You:  resp.  GM/L  w/a  great  sense  of 
humor!  Avail.  9/1  $275  incl.  all.  Cat  ok 
cigs  negot.  522-6152  eves. _ (7) 

TREES  IN  THE  CITY 

3  ez  going,  resp.  LFs  looking  for  4th  for 

our  beautiful  home  in  Dorch.  2  fls.  (All 
hdwd),  bkyd,  w/d.  Vege,  co-op,  laughs, 
politics.  We  have  dog,  pets  ok,  5  min  to 
T.  $200.  436-2752. _ (7) 

2LFs  seek  2  more  for  spacious  4  bdr  in 
Medford  Sq  on  Busline.  We  are  fun, 
communicative,  political,  independent, 
spiritual, and  are  hoping  to  create  semi¬ 
coop  home.  Please,  no  smoke  or  pets. 
Avail  Sept  15.  Call  Barbara  or  Nancy  at 
623-5035  or  B.  at  work  643-2442. 
Thanks! _ 00) 

F  24  seeks  non-smoking  LF  roommate 
for  Ig  beautiful  Mission  Hill  apt.  Quiet 
street,  nearT,  bus.  Must  like  dogs.  Avail 
9/1.  $210+  Please  call  after  8/18.  (401) 
751-6873. _ (7) 

LF  35  &dog  seeks  resp  LF  for  Tele  Sq 
Som  apt.  2BD  2Porches  $285  incl  heat. 
10  min  walk  to  T.  No  more  pets.  Avail 
Sept  15  call  625-1039  Iv  msg. _ (7) 

Arlington  near  Camb  line  $266/mo  LF 
sks  2  F  roommates  beautiful  apt  near 
public  trans.  646-2746.  I  am  32  pref  LFs 
over  26. _ (7) 

2LF  (23  &  24)  seek  2  more  (L  or  Bi)  for  Ig. 
sunny  Porter  Sq  apt.  We  are  friendly,  in¬ 
dependent,  into  arts,  politics,  gabbing 
over  tea.  Sense  of  humor  and  cats 
welcome.  Non-smoker.  $310  +  ,  avail 
9/1. 776-6442,  leave  message. _ (_’_6) 

BROOKLINE  VICTORIAN 
2  adjoining/sep  rms  avail  in  LF  spiritual 
coop  peacful  music  semi  reg  healing 
drug-free  home.  You  are  35  +  neat,  hap¬ 
py  quiet.  Older  child  poss.  $250/rmt  incl 
w/d  pkg.  566-1873. _ (6) 

PORTSMOUTH  NH 

LF  artist  +  cats  seeks  resp  LF  or  F 
28+  (possibly  pisces)  to  share  sunny 
2br  apt  d-town  Portsmouth.  Wood  firs, 
fireplace,  balcony.  Heat,  no  pets,  drugs, 
smoke  or  ale  pis.  Call  (603)  436-3537 
after  6:pm. _ (6) 

LF  31  &  2  cats  Ikg  for  feminist  woman 
to  shr.  Ige,  sunny  apt.  w/bkyd  in  W. 
Som.  Friendly,  resp  &  neat.  No 
smke/pets  pis.  $275  +  .  Call  Eileen 
628-6133. _ (6) 

L37  sks  rmte  for  sunny  JP  apt  near  Arb. 
Friendly,  independ  home.  Great  porch, 
hdwd  firs,  wash  mach.  Sorry,  no  pets. 
$275+  util.  522-2240. _ (6) 

LF  seeks  LF,  to  sblt  xtra  BR  in  sunny 
2BR  apt  in  Smvl,  Sept.  1-Dec.  Ideal  to 
Davis  Sq.  T:  Must  be  responsible  quiet 
neat.  No  smkg.  No  pets  $250  + .  Lg.  5  rm 
apt,  w/d  hdwd  firs.  625-5764. _ (5) 

LF  35  seeking  roommate  for  2  bdrm  apt 
in  2  family  house  in  Malden.  Close  to 
Oak  Grove  T  stop  on  Orange  Line.  $250 
per  month  +  util,  321-2724. _ (6) 

LF  &  cat  seek  friendly,  resp.  LF  25  + 
with  sense  of  humor  to  share  Ig  2BR 
sunny  JP  apt  near  T.  $337  incl.  heat.  No 
smoke/drugs.  Min  alcohol.  Maybe  1  in- 
door  cat.  Avail  9/1. 524-3173. _ (6) 

2  Rms  avail  in  beaut.  Rosl  hm  with  ir¬ 
reverent  spiritual  W  35.  Sun,  trees, 
birds,  nr.  Arb.  Reas,  rent  avail  8/15.  Cat 
OK,  no  cigs.  Dovida,  327-3367. _ (6) 

LARGE  DORCHESTER  HOME 
1  LF  +  1  GM  seek  2  people  to  share  4 
bdrm  apt,  WD,  porch,  parking,  Ig  yard, 
DW  +  more.  $265  +  .  Call  825-2722.  (6) 
2JF  seek  JLF  25+  for  independent, 
friendly,  gt.  apt.  lo  rent,  nr  davis  Sq 
vegie/kosher.  Pis  call  623-8603. _ (3) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

THIS  CAN  BE  YOURS  . 

Cozy  Fenway  apt.  to  share  wtih  ME  — 
friendly,  23  yp.  F.  $290+.  Avail  9/87. 
Call  Julie  (days)  725-3562. _ (7) 

GM  24  &  LF  27  sk  nonsmkr,  veg.  LF  or 
GM  24  +  w/sense  of  humor  for  beautiful 
Somerville  apt.  Sorry,  no  more  cats. 
Avail  9/1.  $293 +  .776-7909. _ (6) 

DAVIS  SQUARE 

LF  28  sks  2  roommates  to  share  2  fl 
duplex  on  dead-end  street.  Quiet, 
spacious,  W/D.  Avail  9/1.  $270  +  .  Sorry, 
no  smoke,  dogs,  cats.  776-8405.  (6) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

UNION  SQ.  SOMERVILLE  9/1 

LF  27  sks  resp.  L  for  quiet,  friendly,  in¬ 
dependent  HH.  Lrg  2  br  apt.  wdflrs  on 
bus  lines.  No  smoking/pets. 
$225  +  utils.  Call  666-0513. _ (5) 

SOUTH  END 

GM  seeks  same  to  share  quiet  w  bdrm 
near  Boston  Ctr  for  arts.  W/D  no  smkrs 
no  pets.  Call  David:  482-6029.  Lv  msge. 
Avail  3/1  hurry! _ (6) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

LESBIAN  NATUROPATHIC  DR. 

AND  DOG  SEEK  HOME  IN  N.H. 

Moving  to  Nashua  area  in  September. 
Looking  for  home  with  other  non¬ 
smoking  women,  fenced  yard.  Leave 
message  for  Devra  at  617-395-1 920.  (8) 

LF,  27,  seeks  LF  group  household.  I 
have  a  sweet,  mellow  dog  and  can  pay 
$200/mo.  max.  Call  Jennie  at  GCN, 
426-4469  days,  or  661 -471 4  eves.  (C) 

HELP! 

Our  JP  apt  is  being  sold  and  we’re  be¬ 
ing  priced  out  of  the  neighborhood. 
We're  2LF’s  looking  for  an  already 
established  apartment  with  1  or  more 
LF’s  or  1  or  2  LF’s  who  want  to  look  for 
an  apt  with  us.  No  smoke  or  pets.  We’re 
looking  to  move  anywhere  between  late 
Aug  or  early  Oct.  Call  Kim  at  GCN  at 
426-4469  (days)  or  522-681 3  (eve).  (C) 

2  L’s  (25,  29)  seek  2  women  to  share  a 
semi-coop  home.  We  enjoy  laughter, 
polarity,  politics,  greenery,  communica¬ 
tion  &  no  allergens.  If  you  would  like  to 
find  a  house  with  us,  or  know  of  one, 
Call  Nancy  or  Barbara  at  623-5035  or  B 
at  W:  643-2442.  Prefer  near  Arl- 
ington/Somerv, _ (15) 

APARTMENTS _ 

Small  house  in  W.  Mass  for  rent  in  fall. 
30  min  to  Amherst/Gfld  beautiful  loca¬ 
tion  for  country-minded.  $300/mo  not  in- 
cl.  Call  617-544-7938. _ (7) 

Roslindale:  All  new  studio-efficiency 
for  one  adult,  quiet  area,  privacy,  near 
T,  $535  includes  all  util.  Avail-9/1  no 
pets,  327-9276. _ (7) 

SUMMER  RENTALS 

NOT  QUITE  P’TOWN 

Falmouth  resort  sleeps  4,  35  min  to 
P’town.  Avail  8/29-9/5.  Ammenities  in¬ 
clude  pool,  beach,  tv,  kitchette. 
$500/week,  partial  week  possible. 
321-4254. _ (7) 

FOR  SALE _ 

BIG  YARD  SALE!! 

Aug  22/  10am  -3pm.  Lots  of  good  junk, 
small  appl  &  furn,  kchnware,  M&F 
clothes.  16  Rill  St/Dorchester/Call  Mike 
288-6085  for  info  &  directions. _ {7) 

For  sale.  July  4  Ptown  timeshare  con¬ 
do.  RCI  affiliate.  Excellent  rental  in¬ 
come  or  exchange  to  travel-must  sell. 
354-4519.  Leave  message. _ (6) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requestes  book  at  the 
Prisoner’s  Project  is  the  dictionary. 
(Prisoner’s  generally  uneducated,  need 
them  to  wade  through  law  books,  etc.) 
If  you  have  a  spare  one  (paperbacks 
especially),  please  send  it  to  GCN 
Prisoner  Project,  62  Berkeley  Street. 
Boston,  MA  02116.  Thanks! _ (c) 

GCN  VOLUNTEERS 
Yes,  you  too  can  share  in  the  power  and 
glory  and  office  drudgery!  Cor¬ 
respondence,  filling,  phone  calling,  etc. 
Days  preferable  but  some  nights  ok. 
Call  Loieat  426-4469. _ (c) 

PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  and 
file  old  photos.  Have  fun  and  help  GCN 
at  the  same  time.  Call  Loie,  426-4469.  (c) 


Black  gay  &  lesbian  prisoners!  A 
new  publication  called  BLACK¬ 
OUT  is  looking  for  your  artwork 

I&  letters.  Let  them  hear  from 
you.  They  can’t  answer  all  the 
letters  they  get  so  don’t  expect 
responses,  but  they  very  much 
■  want  to  hear  from  you.  Send  to: 
■  Joseph  Beam,  PO  Box  2314, 
1  Philadelphia  PA  19103. 


ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  YOUTH 
COMMUNITY  FUND 

Sponsors  of  youth/student  projects 
send  tax-deductable  donations  payable 
to:  GYCC/Capp  St.  Foundation.  Mail  to: 
GYCF,  2215-R  Market  St.,  Suite  479, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114. _ (30) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 
Social  and  support  group  for  women 
over  40.  P.O.  Box  1214,  East  Arlington, 
M  A  021 74. _ (15.48) 

DOB 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (15.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND 
LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and 
under.  Wed.  night  general  meeting  from 
7:30-9pm.  New  persons  meeting  at  6:30. 
Women’s  meeting  at  6.  Call  497-8282 
for  info. _ (32) 

SHELIX 

Northampton,  MA  lesbian  s/m  support 
group  since  1983  mets  monthly  for 
topic  discussions.  Safe  confidential  en¬ 
vironment.  Lesbians  at  all  levels  of  fan¬ 
tasy  or  practice  welcome.  Newcomers 
encouraged.  Sase:  Shelix,  PO  Box  416 
Florence  Station,  Northampton,  MA 
01060. _ (7) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 

_ (23) 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-0826 

_ (15.20) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

_ (15J) 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 

Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1^3) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321  7037  or  322-7373  Pat 
_ (V15.16) 

MICROBUS  MOVING 

small  moves 

CAREFUL  &  COURTEOUS 

522-6513 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

I  NmHiiNMiiiiHfiiiiiimiiHinfttttHmtimnnii 

|to  all  those  who  in  and  out  of 

IfBISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 

I ; Alexander  BerVman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 

I  Anarchist).  . 

HELP!!! 

Could  someone  from  Lucasville,  OHIO 
please  write  me  and  tell  me  rules  in  AC 
lock-up.  They’ve  taken  our  radio,  com¬ 
missary  privileges,  no  desserts  or 
substitutes,  we  don’t  getour  2  weekly 
shower  &  exercises,  the  rooms  are  torture 
with  no  windows  at  all  and  nothing  in 
them  but  beds  bolted  to  the  floor.  We 
need  to  know  the  rules  in  Lucasville. 
PLease  write:  Sonya  Clark,  1479  Collins 
Ave,  Arn  4  Rm  437,  Marysville  OH  43040 


I  am  writing  to  see  if  you  can  have  a  gay 
man  between  the  ages  of  40  and  60  write 
to  me.  I’m  61  today.  I  would  also  like  to 
receive  your  magazine.  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  exchange  ideas  on  life  with  one  of  your 
readers.  I’ve  been  gay  ever  since  I  was  9! 
George  KENNELLY,  19300  (C-125),  Box 
1,  Lansing  KS  66043. 


OAI.ITION  FOR  PRISONFRS 
NEWSLETTER:  Mostly  non-legal  info 
on  prison  conditions.  FREE  to  prisoners 
everywhere.  S3,  donation  requested  from 
non-prisoners.  We  are  a  small  non-profit 
volunteer  group  and  we  trv  to  answer  cor¬ 
respondence  (eventually).  Sorry,  hat  we 
are  unable  to  help  with  penpal  requests. 
Coalition  for  Prisoners  Rights,  PO  Box 
1911,  Santa  Fe  NM  S7S04. 


JOB  TRAINING  & 
EDUCATION  OPPORTUNITIES 
GCN  is  trying  to  put 
together  a  sheet  on  where 
you  can  do  correspondence 
courses  (on  law  or  other  sub¬ 
jects)  &  what  kinds  of  job 
training  is  available  for  ex¬ 
prisoners.  Please  send  us 
any  info  you  have  on  these. 
“  IKS. 


Gemini  lady  loves  dancing,  baseball, 
picnics  in  the  park.  Interested  in  cor¬ 
responding  with  open-minded  in¬ 
dividual...  Ms.  Lynda  POLK, 
19367-RCB175L,  Frontera  CA  91720. 


Pices  passion  likes  water  skiing,  golf, 
and  walking  in  the  rain.  I’m  28  yrs  old 
and  120  lbs  of  pure  pleasure.  Ms. 
Paula  SESSION,  21515-RCB174L, 
Frontera  CA  91720. 


Transsexuals  In  Prison!! 

The  latest  issue  of  TIP  newslet¬ 
ter  is  out!  With  info  about 
AIDS,  TV-TS  reading  material, 
penpals,  and  MORE!  Send  50 
cents  (TS  inmates)  to:  John  Pro- 
wett,  Minority  Prison  Project 
c/o  TIP,  3214  Anna,  Little  Rock 
AR  72204.  

FREE(!)  GAY(!!)  TUNES!!! 
Tom  Wilson-Weinberg  has  given 
the  prisoner  project  some  more 
cassettes  of  his  fabulous  musical 
TEN  PERCENT  REVUE.  If 
you  want  one,  please  check  to 
see  if  you  can  get  cassettes  thru 
your  mailroom  (postage  aint 
cheap!)  and  write  now,  because 
when  they’re  gone  they’re^one! 


Gay  American  Indian  male,  36,  would 
very  much  like  to  receive  letters  from 
other  people  from  the  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  It  would  make  this  time  much 
easier  to  get  done.  Gets  pretty  lonely 
in  here.  My  interests  are:  poetry,  gay 
issues,  reading  good  books.  Will  be 
paroled  in  3  years,  maybe  less.  Willie 
G.  EDWARDS,  47174,  Box  700  (1-E), 
Canon  City  CO  81212 _ 

Boy  from  Chicago.  Hobbies:  sex, 
reading  and  writing,  drawing  and 
poetry.  Jogging.  Need  someone  to 
talk  with.  Robert  Tony  RAPOSA, 
B-073434  (445),  PO  Box  158,  Lowell  FL 
32663. _ 

Hi,  I’m  Nina,  a  pisces,  just  out  of  the 
closet.  Lonely  young  biker  baby  hav¬ 
ing  a  hard  time  adjusting  to  prison 
life.  Enjoy  exhibitionist,  go-go  danc¬ 
ing  and  cocks  of  all  sizes.  David 
(Nina)  BURCH,  149941,  Box  900,  Jef¬ 
ferson  City  MO  65102. _ 

Black  Gay  Hunky  Country  boy  from 
Oregon  doing  time  in  California.  Like 
good  country  music,  riding  my  motor¬ 
cycle,  having  good  sex.  I’m  6ft,  190, 
Cancer.  Will  answer  all  on  the  street 
and  in  prison  too.  Come  on,  get  the 
pen  going,  pal!  Emmette  MITCHELL, 
C-22049  (T-108),  Box  2000,  Vacaville 
CA  95696. _ 

In  your  mind  I’ll  take  a  dip, 

Can  you  imagine  what  it’s  like  to 
strip? 

I  We  can  really  let  it  rip 
You’ll  find  I’m  really  hip 
|  So  get  groovy  and  get  it  on 
I’m  sitting  here  all  alone 
|  With  a  really  big  bone! 

In  order  for  me  to  say,  Hi, 

I  Send  stamps  for  me  to  reply. 

|  Thomas  WINSTON,  Box  215,  Maury 
NC  28554. _ 

Good  head.  Write  some  times.  Stay 
cool.  Mark  S.  PRICE,  331273,  PO  Box 
1361,  Indiantown  FL  34956. _ 

Extremely  well  built  male  looking  for 
lasting  relationships.  Like  writing  and 
photo  exchange.  Very  perceptive,  lov¬ 
ing,  funny,  deep  thinking,  loyal,  and 
strong.  Michael  STOTTS,  17829-034, 
Box  1000,  Talladega  AL  35160. _ 

I  seek  correspondence  from  TVs,  TSs 
and  feminine  gays.  I’m  looking  for 
friendship  &  romance.  I’m  very  sports 
minded,  educated  and  warm  hearted. 
Pictures  if  possible.  Jerry  GODBEY, 
10997-077,  Box  1700  Black  Canyon 
Stage  1,  Mojave  B,  Phoenix  AZ  85029. 

I’m  very  interested  in  writing  to  so- 
[  meone  out  in  the  free  world.  My  in- 
|  terest  is  finding  someone  to  write  to. 
Race  and  age  is  not  important.  There 
I  will  be  no  games  and  no  cons.  Ed¬ 
ward  E.  LOPER,  041109,  Box  500, 

I  Olustee  FL  32072. _ 

I  would  like  a  penpal.  I  have  blackish  I 
brown  hair  and  I’m  6’2”.  I  would  ap- 1 
preciate  it  if  yaul  could  put  it  in  a  pen 
pal  add.  Michael  SLOANE,  382681,  Rt 
1  Box  150,  Tenn.  Colony  TX  75861. 


RESORTS 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

o 

cc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

<t 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

:r 

236-1848 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights 
by  a  crackling  fire.  Peace  &  privacy  on 
100  beautiful  acres.  Charming  guest 
rooms.  Gracious,  common  areas.  Hik¬ 
ing,  golf,  tennis,  antiquing  nearby.  The 
Highlands  Inn,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem 
NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  & 
Judith,  innkeepers. _ (15.11) 

CHECK’ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECK’ER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  park¬ 
ing.  Apartments  also  available.  1  block 
to  bay,  open  year’round.  487-9029,  25 
Winthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (46) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LOVING  CARE  MEANS 
HAPPY  KIDS 

Experienced,  caring,  non-homophobic, 
anti-racist  day  care  provider  has  F/T, 
PIT  vacancies  from  Sept.  Seeks  to  care 
for  children  of  people  with  similar 
philosophies.  661-8760  after  7PM.  A 
real  home  away  from  home  for  your 
child. _ _ _ (§) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 
Ongoing  group  for  lesbians  currently  or 
formerly  experiencing  emotional, 
physical  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  info  &  support  call  MAWC, 
617-744-6841.  _ (13) 


NASTY  POLITICS 

Unbelievably  filthy  but  politically  cor¬ 
rect  videos,  pix,  newsletter.  Head/body 
shaves,  bondage,  enemas,  SM,  TT,  V A 
fetishes  galore.  All  male,  all  nasty,  all 
hot,  but  all  safer  sex.  Free  personal 
ads,  free  info:  TR  Witomski,  41  Bon- 
naire,  Toms  River,  NJ  08757.  Models, 
writers,  artists,  lawyers  wanted:$$$ 
_ (20) 

EDITORIAL  HELP. 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer 
correspondence,  perform  general  office 
tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs  weekly 
minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri. 
nights;  possible  take  home  work.  Call 
Stephanie,  426-4469. _ (C) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 
We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and 
welcome  contact  from  other  Jewish 
Lesbian  Daughters  ol  Holocaust  Sur¬ 
vivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled 
for  November  1 3th-1 5th,  in  upstate  New 
York.  A  partners  group  has  also  been 
formed  for  lesbian  women  who  are  in 
relationship  with  JLDHS.  Membership 
is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For 
information,  write  Box  6194,  Boston, 
M  A  02114  or  call  (617)  321-4254.  (49) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at 
426-4469  for  more  info. _  (Q 


CdL€NDP\R 


August  15 
to 

September  26 

15  Saturday 

Boston  —  Older  gay  men’s  group  meeting. 
6  Hamilton  PI.  2-4pm.  Info:  725-4907. 

Boston  —  Gay  Professional  Women's  an¬ 
nual  Boston  harbor  cruise.  Meet  at  Rowes’ 
Wharf,  Atlantic  Ave.  at  7pm.  Members 
free,  guests  $12.  Info:  585-6051  after 
6pm. 

Provincetown  —  Dorchester  GALA  day  trip 
to  P-Town.  Meet  at  Commonwealth  Pier, 
9:30am.  Info:  Barbara,  282-2962. 

Provincetown  —  Ten  Percent  Revue,  a  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  revue.  Gifford  House  Cabaret, 
9  Carver  St.  8pm.  Through  Sept.  7.  $8.  In¬ 
fo:  487-0688. 

Ogunquit,  ME  —  BILGA  fun  trip  to  Ogun- 
quit.  Meet  at  9:30am  at  68  Bay  State  Rd. 
(Boston).  Raindate:  Aug.  16th.  Info, 
rides:  437-7399. 

Boston  —  “West  of  Myself,”  a  multi- 
media  performance  piece  based  on  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  Walt  Whitman’s  “Song  of 
Myself.”  Mobius,  354  Congress  St., 
8:30pm.  $5.  Info:  542-7416. 

Boston  —  “Something  About  the  Women” 
interviews  musician  Sue  Krantz.  WMFO, 
91.5  FM.  10am-2pm 

16  Sunday 

Boston  —  Boston  harbor  cruise  with  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  Jamaica  Plain. 
Bring  lunch.  Reservations:  232-3479. 

Ogunquit  —  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Water- 
town  Ogunquit  Beach  Trip.  Info:  Deb, 
891-3781,  Rich  926-5371. 

Dorchester  —  Cookout  with  the  Dorchester 
Dykes.  2pm.  Info:  Jan,  288-4664,  Karyn, 
265-7860. 

Salem,  NH  —  Benefit  performance  of 
Greater  Tuna  for  New  Hampshire  AIDS 
charities.  Performance  followed  by  back 
stage  “Salsa  Social.”  The  Town  &  Country 
Playhouse.  7pm.  $11.  Info,  and  tickets: 
Theatre  Party,  P.O.  Box  226,  Salem,  NH 
03079. 

Boston  —  “Boston’s  Other  Voice”  speaks 
with  Robert  Barney,  music  director  of  the 
Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus.  WROR,  98.5 
FM.  12:30am,  Monday  morning. 

Cambridge  —  DOB  women’s  softball. 

Magazine  Field,  Mem.  Dr.,  Cambridge.  All 
abilities  welcome.  Info:  Steph,  357-5774. 

17  monday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  parents  and  co¬ 
parents.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 

18  tuesday 

Boston  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of 
Jamaica  Plain  “get  cultural”  with  the 
Boston  Ballet.  Esplanade  (look  for  the  flam¬ 
ingo  and  helium  balloon).  Alcohol-free 
potluck.  Info:  522-6090. 

Boston  —  monthly  meeting  for  the  Boston 
Center  for  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  Topic: 
securing  space  for  the  center.  Boston  City 
Hall,  rm.  801  (Congress  St.  entrance). 
7pm.  Info:  Laurie,  522-2165. 

19  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  “Say  It  Sister”  host  Jen¬ 
nifer  Abod  with  guests  P.  Stevens  and 
Helen  McNamme  from  COYOTE,  call-in 
show.  WMBR  88.1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  50 ±.  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 


Kate  Clinton,  23  Sunday 


20  thursday 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  GALA  business 
meeting.  7:30pm.  Info:  Andre,  825-8724. 

Cambridge  —  Open  lesbian  rap.  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
'8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  Lyric  Stage  presents 
“Virginia,”  “an  invocation  of  the  mer¬ 
curial  inner  life  of  Virginia  Woolf,”  by  Edna 
Obrien.  Through  Aug.  22  and  again  Aug. 
27-29.  8pm.  $10.  Info:  742-8703. 

Boston  —  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Celebration  Committee  meeting.  Boston 
City  Hall,  rm.  801  (Congress  St.  entrance). 
7:30  pm.  Info:  267-2113. 

Boston  —  “West  of  Myself,”  a  multi- 
media  performance  piece  based  on  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  Walt  Whitman’s  “Song  of  My¬ 
self.”  Mobius,  354  Congress  St.  8:30pm. 
$5.  Info:  542-7416.  Through  Aug.  22. 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  before  8PM. 
Paste-up:  after  7PM.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

21  friday 

Boston  —  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff 
the  paper  and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to 
10pm.  Near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay 
T-stops.  Info:  GCN ,  426-4469. 


22  Saturday 

Winthrop  —  Wild  women  beach  party. 

Noon.  Info:  Mimi,  846-9117. 

Boston  —  N.E.  Gay  and  Lesbian  veterans 
picnic  on  Georges  Island.  Info:  Joe, 
282-7822. 

Provincetown  —  Jasmine  —  Wild  Strings 
tour  —  at  Pied  Piper,  one  week  only,  Aug. 
22-30.  8pm.  Sundays,  5pm.  487-1527. 

23  Sunday 

Arlington  —  Am  Tikva  summer  outing  at 
Spy  Pond.  Meet  at  picnic  tables  next  to 
swimming  area.  Bring  dairy/veggie  dishes 
to  share.  Noon.  Info:  782-8894. 

Cambridge  —  DOB  informal  softball. 

Magazine  Field,  Mem.  Drive.  4-6pm.  Info: 
Steph,  357-5774. 

Boston  —  Jonathon  Handel  of  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
and  the  Cambridge  Human  Rights  Commis¬ 
sion  on  “Boston’s  Other  Voice.”  WROR, 
98.5  FM.  12:30-1am. 

Provincetown  —  Kate  Clinton  at  Pilgrim 
House.  6:30-7:30pm.  Info  and  reserva¬ 
tions:  487-0319.  $7. 

24  monday 

Boston  —  Whitney  Houston  in  concert  on 
the  Common.  Benefit  for  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee.  $35,  $50  with  VIP  reception. 
Info:  266-6909. 

25  tuesday 

Boston  —  Civil  Disobedience  Task  Force 

for  the  March  on  Washington.  Northeast¬ 
ern  Univ. ,  174  Ell  Center.  7pm.  Info: 
354-8515. 

29  Saturday 

Boston  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail 
Band  concert.  Parkman  Bandstand,  Boston 
Common.  11:30am. 


30  Sunday 

Boston  —  Rock  Against  Sexism  wild  and 
crazy  disc  party.  The  1270.  6-10pm.  $2. 


September  4  friday 

Greenwich,  Rl  —  New  England  Women’s 
Musical  Retreat.  Through  Sept.  7.  W. 
Alton  Jones  Campus,  University  of  Rhode 
Island.  $1 05-$1 30  before  Aug.  20,  $135 
after.  Info  and  tickets:  NEWMR,  P.O.  Box 
217,  New  Haven,  CT  06513.  (203) 
523-1268. 


6  Sunday 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  GALA  monthly 
potluck.  Info:  Barbara,  282-2962,  Joe, 
282-7822  (after  6pm). 


11  friday 

Rehoboth,  DE  —  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisex¬ 
ual  People  in  Medicine  fall  retreat.  Through 
Sept.  13.  Less  than  $30.  Info:  (301) 
462-2527. 


12  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  “Community  Radio  Jour¬ 
nalism  Workshop”  at  the  Firehouse  Arts 
Center.  Beginners  welcome.  659  Centre 
St.  Info  and  registration:  524-3816. 

26  Saturday 

Boston  —  Walkathon  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights.  Sponsored  by  the  Boston  chapter 
of  NOW.  Begins  in  front  of  the  State  House 
at  11am.  Speakers  will  include  Alice  Wolfe 
and  Elaine  Noble.  Info:  782-1056. 


It’s  Only  A  Play 

By  Terrence  McNally.  Directed  by  Joe  Braz. 
At  the  New  Ehrlich  Theater ,  Wednesday- 
Saturday  through  August  30. 

To  sit  in  the  woefully  un-air- 
conditioned  New  Ehrlich  Theatre  on  a 
blisteringly  hot  August  night  watching 
an  overlong  and  uninspired  production 
of  Terrence  McNally’s  unfunny  comedy 
of  dropped  names  and  theatrical  in¬ 
jokes  is  to  be  propelled  into  Theater- 
Goer  Hell.  It’s  not  that  the  cast  doesn’t 
try  to  bring  their  one-dimensional  por¬ 
trayals  half-way  to  a  level  of  reality,  it’s 
just  that  they’re  dealing  with  a  script 
that  has  all  the  depth  of  a  puddle. 

McNally’s  last  two  plays  The  Ritz 
and  The  Rink  (he  should  have  called 
this  one  The  Rotten)  were  both  relative¬ 
ly  popular  with  gay  audiences,  the 
former  because  it  took  place  in  a  bath 
house  and  the  latter  because  Liza  Min¬ 
nelli  starred  in  it  on  Broadway.  Though 
It’s  Only  A  Play  is  a  self-referential 
piece  of  dreck,  its  plot  synopsis  at 
least  sounds  interesting  on  paper.  This 
may  explain  why  anyone  (JB  Produc¬ 
tions,  in  this  case)  would  want  to  pro¬ 
duce  it  in  the  first  place. 

Centered  around  an  opening  night 
cast  party  for  a  Broadway  play  called 
The  Golden  Egg,  It’s  Only  A  Play  tries 
desperately  to  be  dishy,  bitchy  and  fun. 
It  is  none  of  these.  Instead  of  laugh-a- 
minute,  we  are  subjected  to  a  two-hour 
cortege  of  cardboard  types:  The 
Playwright,  The  Producer,  The  Director, 
The  Starlet,  The  Butler,  The  Growling 
Dog  In  The  Bathroom  . . .  you  get  the 
idea.  Everyone  has  gathered  to  await 
the  disastrous  reviews  and  deliver  their 
tedious  lines  ad  infinitum.  The  script  is 
peppered  with  “clever”  references  to 
everyone  from  Arlene  Francis  to  Pee 
Wee  Herman  which  don’t  really  add  up 
to  anything.  At  the  second-night  perfor¬ 
mance  only  a  small  handful  of 
chuckles  was  gleaned  from  the  sweaty 
audience. 

Joe  “JB”  Braz’  direction  is  merely 
adequate,  that  is,  the  players  move 
from  one  section  of  the  stage  to 
another  and  speak  when  they  are  sup¬ 
posed  to.  His  sense  of  timing  leaves 
much  to  be  desired.  Perhaps  if  the 


It’s  only  a  one-choke  play. 


dialogue  was  delivered  at  a  fast  clip  it 
would  seem  funny  rather  than 
flatulent. 

Half  of  the  cast  is  just  plain  awful 
and  those  few  who  seem  interesting 
quickly  grow  annoying,  thanks  partly 
to  weak  script,  direction,  etc.  etc. 
Special  mention  must  be  made  of 
Michael  Mullen  (The  Playwright)  and 
Paul  F.  Hewitt  (The  Playwright’s  Two- 
Faced  Best  Friend)  whose  gay 
characters  are  infused  with  every 
stereotypical  queen  mannerism  ever 
overplayed.  Haven’t  we  all  had  enough 
of  this  crap?  Paula  Plum  (The  Starlet) 
delivers  a  “God  I  love  acting”  speech 
that’s  lifted  almost  verbatim  from  “A 
Chorus  Line.”  It’s  supposed  to  be 
serious  and  meaningful  but  it  comes 
far  too  late  in  the  festivities  to  be 
anything  but  trite. 

One  comes  away  from  It’s  Only  A 
Play  with  the  distinct  impression  that 
Terrence  McNally  doesn’t  care  about 
his  characters.  A  few  of  the  actors  may 
have  tried  to  care  but  surrendered  to 
the  script’s  stupidity.  Ultimately 
neither  the  actors  nor  the  director  have 
the  vaguest  idea  how  to  salvage  the 
production. 

— Christopher  Wittke 


Calendar  compiled  by  Barnaby  Fisher 
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COME  BE  A  PART  OF 

THE  MARCH  ON 
WASHINGTON 


FOR  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  RIGHTS 

October  11,  1987 


Complete  group  and  individual  travel  arrangements  for  the  March  and  all  related 
events  are  available  through  Innovations  in  Travel.  For  a  complete  brochure,  call 
(617)  599-6524.  For  Spanish  Speaking  Line,  call  (617)  599-6564.  Call  the  Travel  Hotline 
for  any  questions  and  information  about  group  reservations  at  1 -800-533-2724. 

Air,  train  and  bus  transportation  available.  For  information  about  subsidies,  or  to  help 
with  March  organizing,  call  or  write  the  Massachusetts  March  Office,  c/o  Gay 
Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  M A  02116.  (617)  426-5605. 

Don't  be  left  at  the  station! 

Make  your  travel  plans  now! 

Sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  March  on  Washington  Committee 

and  Innovations  in  Travel  Corporation 

Facilities  for  TTY  and  ASL  will  be  made  for  the  March. 


